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You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of 
energy. A WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy 
in your own backyard to provide savings of up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. 
That’s money in the bank and a smart investment in your family’s comfort. Contact our 
WaterFurnace Concierge Team today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure. 

THERE’S A TREASURE IN YOUR BACKYARD

Saving is believing.

visit waterfurnace.com

Ready to get started?
Scan the QR to connect with your 
Geothermal Concierge today!
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Road tripping is easy when 
you have highways like 
Route 6 nearby. The scenic 
road — lined with attractions 
— stretches more than 
400 miles across northern 
Pennsylvania.
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Located near Route 6, 
this locomotive honors 
the Coudersport and 
Port Allegany Railroad, 
which used to run from 
Williamsport, Pa., to 
Buffalo, N.Y. 

You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of 
energy. A WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system taps into the stored solar energy 
in your own backyard to provide savings of up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. 
That’s money in the bank and a smart investment in your family’s comfort. Contact our 
WaterFurnace Concierge Team today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure. 

THERE’S A TREASURE IN YOUR BACKYARD

Saving is believing.

visit waterfurnace.com

Ready to get started?
Scan the QR to connect with your 
Geothermal Concierge today!
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Grassroots Power 
With Dozens of Energy Measures Under Consideration, 
Consumers Can Help Shape the Conversation

T H E R E ’ S  N O  S H O RTAG E  O F  ACT I V I TY T H E R E ’ S  N O  S H O RTAG E  O F  ACT I V I TY in Harrisburg right now. At last count, 
nearly 100 energy-related bills were under consideration in the General 
Assembly — proposals that touch everything from grid reliability and data 
centers to long-term planning and affordability.

That kind of volume tells you something: The decisions shaping the future of 
electricity in Pennsylvania are happening right now — and electric cooperatives 
won’t be watching from the sidelines.

Advocacy has always been part of the job, not as a political exercise, but as 
a practical one. When policies directly affect reliability, costs, and the ability to 

serve rural communities, co-ops need to be in the room, whether that room is in Harrisburg or 
Washington, D.C.

This spring, cooperative leaders showed up at two important events.
In April, co-op directors and staff from Pennsylvania and New Jersey joined peers from across 

the country in Washington for the annual Legislative Conference, hosted by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. Directors and CEOs met with members of Congress and their 
staffs to talk through what’s happening on the ground — pressure on the grid, rising costs, and 
the need for policies that work in rural areas.

This month, cooperatives did something similar right in our own backyard. Leaders attended the 
Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association’s (PREA) Legislative Event in Harrisburg. As they do every 
May, co-op officials sat down with state lawmakers and staff — more than 100 attended — to walk 
through the issues being considered in the Capitol, including many of the bills I mentioned earlier.

Despite the advent of technology, these face-to-face conversations still matter. They put 
real context behind policy proposals and help lawmakers understand how decisions made in 
Harrisburg and Washington play out in rural communities.

Advocacy, however, doesn’t stop with CEOs, directors or staff; it works best when it’s a unified, 
grassroots effort. That means consumer-members who are paying attention, asking questions, 
and staying connected to what’s happening in their communities are vital to these conversations, 
too. The good news: It doesn’t take much to get started.

Begin by learning about the issues. Energy policy can get complicated, but the stakes are 
simple. The decisions being made right now affect reliability, costs and the long-term strength of 
the grid. PREA’s new, monthly podcast, Inside the Lines, is a good place to get educated because 
it breaks down those issues impacting cooperatives and the energy industry in a way that’s clear 
and useful. 

Podcast episodes — new ones are released the first Wednesday of every month — are available 
on Apple Music, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts. And you can always go to prea.com/
podcast to subscribe.

Then consider getting involved. America’s Electric Cooperatives PAC, a nonpartisan political 
action committee for consumers in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, provides a way for cooperative 
members to support lawmakers who understand rural communities and their challenges. (Learn 
more by contacting PREA at 717-233-5704 or PAC@prea.com.)

With your support, we can make sure the cooperative perspective is part of the conversation — 
consistently and at the right moments.

Because in the end, advocacy works the same way cooperatives do: It’s strongest when more 
people take part. 

MATT LEONARD, MANAGER, GOVERNMENT & REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
PENNSYLVANIA RURAL ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION 
ALLEGHENY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.
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EDITOR’SDESK 
ONE TEAM
Living in the Harrisburg area, I’ve learned our 
capital city can be a divided place. Feelings run 
high here, and people have no problem showing 
their true colors. Whether it’s the red pinstripes of 
the Philadelphia Phillies or the black and gold of 
the Pittsburgh Pirates, team pride is pretty evenly 
split here in the mid-state. And that goes for 
football, too. 

Harrisburg’s Capitol building is no stranger to 
division, a reflection of our national two-party 
system and the politics of the day. But in this arena, 
rural electric cooperatives have still found a way to 
play ball. That’s because, when it comes to policy, 
we play for one team: the co-op team. America’s 
Electric Cooperatives PAC, a political action 
committee, represents electric co-ops in that arena.

Working with legislators on both sides of the 
aisle, the PAC keeps the game plan simple: Keep 
our eyes on the member at the end of the line. 
When we do, the conversations stay focused 
on cooperative issues — reliability, affordability, 
and the community investments that help rural 
and small-town Pennsylvania thrive. We support 
leaders who support co-ops, regardless of party.

One way the PAC spotlights that teamwork is 
through its “Cooperative Legislator of the Year” 
award, recognizing elected officials who go 
above and beyond for co-op members here in 
the Commonwealth.

Last year, state Rep. Clint Owlett (R-Tioga) was 
named the inaugural honoree for advancing 
key priorities, including sponsoring the law that 
enables cooperatives to provide broadband 
service to their members.

This year, state Rep. Danilo Burgos (D-Philadelphia) 
is being recognized for his leadership as chair of 
the House Consumer Protection, Technology & 
Utilities Committee. He has worked closely with 
cooperatives on energy and utility legislation 
affecting rural communities. And he has shown up 
to listen, including convening a committee hearing 
at New Enterprise Rural Electric Cooperative. You 
can hear more from Rep. Burgos by tuning into 
this month’s Inside the Lines podcast at prea.com/
podcast.

For America’s Electric Cooperatives PAC, 
supporting co-ops is about rooting for the  
home team: the members and communities  
we serve. 

Of course, you can still raise the Jolly Roger or 
fly like an Eagle. No matter the season or the 
sport, we all enjoy wearing our team colors. Go 
Yankees!

PETER A. FITZGERALD 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

GOING UNDERGROUND
Laurel Caverns becomes
Pennsylvania’s newest state park

Pennsylvania has a new state park — and you just might have to look a little 
harder to find it. 

Located near Farmington in Fayette County, Laurel Caverns State Park 
opened in April. It’s the state’s 125th state park and the first underground one. 
With 4 miles of wide passages that extend as deep as 476 feet, Laurel Caverns is 
Pennsylvania’s largest and deepest limestone cave. It also houses the largest bat 
shelter in the Northeast. 

The property, which adjoins Forbes State Forest and State Game Lands 138, 
has been operated by the Laurel Caverns Conservancy since 1986 and attracted 
about 50,000 visitors annually.

Laurel Caverns is Pennsylvania’s first new state park since 2022.

BACK TO BASICS
Hershey returning to classic recipes 
after recent Reese’s backlash

The Hershey Company will return to its classic recipes for all Reese’s products 
in 2027. 

Historically, Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups have been made with milk or dark 
chocolate and peanut butter. In recent years, however, some of the products, 
such as the mini Easter eggs, have been produced with a coating that contains 
less chocolate. Those products, the company said, will shift back to the classic 
recipe next year.

The change follows criticism from Brad Reese, whose grandfather, H.B. 
Reese, formed the candy company in 1919. In a letter to Hershey officials 
earlier this year, the grandson criticized the company’s decision to use cheaper 
ingredients for some of its products.

Hershey acknowledged some recipe changes but said it was trying to meet 
consumer demand for innovation. 

KEEPINGCURRENT
 

NEWS•IDEAS•EVENTS

NEW DESIGNATION:NEW DESIGNATION: Laurel Caverns State Park opened in April as Pennsylvania’s 125th state 
park — as well as its first underground one. The last time the Commonwealth opened a new 
state park was in 2022. 
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MAKE A RUN FOR IT
The Drake Well Museum and 
Park in Titusville, Crawford 
County, will be abuzz on May 16 
as runners gather for the annual 
Oil Creek Trail Races. With the 
5-mile race set to kick off at  
7 a.m. and the 13-mile race to 
begin at 8:30 a.m., runners will 
have the option to complete one 
or both races. For more details, 
visit drakewell.org.

JUST CRUISIN’
Summer will arrive early in 
Clearfield County when the  
5th Annual Summer Festival 
and Car Cruz-in kicks off May 16 
at Glen Richey Station 7, 86 Fire 
House Road, Glen Richey. Open 
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., the free 
event will feature food trucks, a 
basket raffle and a dime pitch, 
among other attractions. Learn 
more at visitclearfieldcounty.org.

SPRING PICKIN’
The sound of banjos will ring 
through the air May 28 to 31 at 
Lazy Brook Park in Tunkhannock, 
Wyoming County, as the 
19th NEPA Bluegrass Festival 
kicks off. All attendees with a 
weekend ticket will also have 
access to free camping. For 
more, visit nepabluegrass.com.

GEARHEADS, REJOICE!
The Antique Automobile Club of 
America will be bringing the 2026 
Eastern Spring Nationals Car Show 
to the Kovalchick Convention & 
Athletic Complex in Indiana, Pa., 
this month. Show day is May 30 
and public admission is free. The 
best time for spectators is 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. For more information, go 
to visitindianacountypa.org and 
click on “Events.”

MAYMAY

A decade ago, Penn Lines 
took time to tell the stories of 
cooperative members who lost 
loved ones in the line of military 
duty and, in turn, became Gold 
Star families. One father, whose 
son died in Baghdad in 2007, 
remembered seeing soldiers 
approaching the family’s house 
and receiving the harrowing 
news. “You kinda know,” he 
reflected. “It’s everybody’s 
nightmare when the military 
comes to the door.”

TIMELINES
M

AY 2016
H.B. Reese invented Reese’s Peanut 

Butter Cups in 1928, and his six sons 
sold the company to Hershey in 1963.

SAFETY FIRST
Officials warn public
about spring wildfire risks

As spring arrives, the potential for 
wildfires in Pennsylvania increases 
dramatically, according to Penn 
State Extension officials, and many 
of those wildfires are unintentionally 
caused when homeowners burn 
accumulated lawn and garden waste.

The state Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources reports 
Pennsylvania had 1,536 wildfires that 
burned 5,527 acres in 2025. The  
majority of those occurred in the 
spring and were caused by humans.  

Extension officials note wildfires 
can be prevented. Composting 
instead of burning leaves, twigs, 
and other debris is safe and 
eventually provides nutrient-rich 
soil amendments for gardens. 
Officials also stress the public should 

always consider the current relative 
humidity, moisture and wind speed 
before burning any time of the year. 

ON THE HUNT
Deer harvest up
over previous season

Pennsylvania hunters have reason 
to celebrate. 

According to the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission, hunters harvested 
about 6% more deer in the past 
hunting season than they did the year 
before. Statewide, the deer harvest is 
estimated at 505,600 (185,310 antlered 
and 320,290 antlerless). The statewide 
2024-2025 harvest, meanwhile, was 
estimated at 476,880 deer.

The 2025-2026 antlered deer harvest 
was about 9% higher than the most 
recent three-year average, and the 
antlerless harvest was about 17% 
higher. That was partly by design, 
state officials said, because deer are 
negatively impacting forest health, and 
the state offered additional antlerless 
licenses last season. 

FACEBOOK.COM

VISITCLEARFIELDCOUNTY.COM
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ROAD TRIPPINGROAD TRIPPING
The Wellsboro Diner

The Pymatuning Spillway

Eastern-Most Tip of Route 6 Night and Day Coffee Café

Venango Valley Inn

 PennDOT Roadside  
Sculpture Garden
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COLIN MCG U IRE  
Senior  Edi tor/ Wr i ter

ROAD TRIPPINGROAD TRIPPING
Get Your Kicks on 

Route 6 (But Make Sure 
You Have Plenty of Time)

Editor’s note: In commemoration of Penn Lines’ 60th anniversary, we sent one of our writers 
on a 30-plus-hour trip along Route 6, which winds through northern Pennsylvania and is 
one of the state’s most famous highways. This is what he found.

403 miles. 31 hours. 2 days. 1 road. 
Plus, an endless amount of beautiful byways, awe-inspiring scenery and picturesque paths. 
There is a reason Pennsylvania’s section of Route 6 has been referred to as one of 

America’s most scenic drives, and in mid-March, I was determined to experience it. And so, 
100 years after the road was first approved by the American Association of State Highway 
Officials, I hopped in my car, headed west and set my sights on Crawford County. 

It was there that I would dip a toe into Ohio before traveling the Commonwealth from 
west to east via Route 6 only. No Waze. No Google Maps. Not even an atlas. Just some 
periodic signs that reminded me I wasn’t on Interstate 80, where drivers were presumably 
having more fun as they gleefully exceeded the speed limit — a practice nearly impossible 
on some stretches of the rural path I chose (but more on that later). 

My intention was to focus on the areas along the road served by some of our rural electric 
cooperatives — five, in all. 

So many questions swirled. How long would it take? I didn’t know. Would I meet any 
people along the way? Hopefully. How many “Route 6 Bars & Grills” would I pass? My 
guess was a few dozen. And perhaps most pressing: Why did my car’s dashboard light up 
like the Fourth of July after I turned the key at the easternmost tip of Ohio?

DAY 1
It was a few minutes before 9 a.m., the morning after St. Patrick’s Day. While some 

Pennsylvanians might have been shaking off the fog of the green beer they had consumed 
the night before, I was doing my best to shake off the fear of being stranded somewhere 
along the Commonwealth’s most famous road. 

“Need inspection,” my dashboard read as colors I didn’t know existed popped up 
beside the command. I paused. I was about to begin a cross-state journey and couldn’t 
comprehend my vehicle’s issue; so, like any other red-blooded adult, I ignored the message, 
hoped for the best and set off for my first stop along Route 6: The Pymatuning Spillway.

Near Linesville, about a mile or two off Route 6 proper and only a handful of miles 
into Pennsylvania from Ohio, the spillway sits in territory served by Northwestern Rural 
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R O A D  T R I P P I N GR O A D  T R I P P I N G

Electric Cooperative (REC), which is based in Cambridge 
Springs, Crawford County. The spillway is also a quirky 
little place “where the ducks walk on fish,” says Amber Till, 
the co-op’s director of communications.

To be fair, she wasn’t wrong — there are so many carp 
at the site, the ducks can literally walk on them. On my 
visit, I didn’t catch this, but there were ducks aplenty, and 
they were happy to converse despite temperatures being 
cold enough to make me want to migrate South. All frigid 
realities aside, the scene was breathtaking and peaceful, 
serene, and truly a perfect way to begin this kind of trip. 

Naturally, it was all downhill from there.
Amber also suggested I try Twin Pies, which looked 

like a lovely bakery in downtown Linesville. The problem? 
Upon arrival, I was greeted by an ominous sign: “Closed 
for the Season.” 

Oh. OK. 
My next stop was the PennDOT Road Sign Sculpture 

Garden in Meadville. The photos I found online looked 
neat — tons of odd road signs all coming together to 
form an intriguing display of junkyard art. The problem? I 
couldn’t figure out how to access it.

So, after driving past it three or four times, I set off to 
find the Rural Electrification historical marker, a piece 
of co-op history slightly off Route 6, east of state Route 86. 
The marker was about as imperative a stop as any on the 
trip because it honors Northwestern REC. The cooperative 
is not only celebrating its 90th anniversary this year, but it 
was also Pennsylvania’s very first rural electric cooperative.

Before long, it was time for lunch. Enter the Venango 
Valley Inn, which is along Route 6 in Venango. Legend has 
it that at one point, George Washington traveled through 
the area and changed a local river named “Wenango,” to 
“French Creek.” 

Steeped in history, the restaurant also serves as a de 
facto museum that patrons can explore before or after 
their meals. Framed photos depicting century-old scenes, 
as well as entire rooms dedicated to recreating the feel 
of the 1800s sit right down the hall from the main dining 
area. 

Me? I just wanted a steak salad and some truffle fries. 
And Old Hickory as my witness, those truffle fries were 
worth every mile I traveled to that point. 

Back on the road, my hope was to stop at the Union City 
Historical Museum … until I was met with those magical 
words again — no, not “Need inspection.” Instead, I found 
another “Closed for the Season” sign.

It wasn’t until I made it to Corry that things finally — 
perhaps mercifully — started to look up. 

A true artist
Meet Scott Dow. He is, in his purest form, an artist. He’s 

been a furniture designer, a painter, and for at least the last 
16 years, a wood carver. Scott has a gallery right on Route 6 
in Corry and, much to my surprise and delight, he has no 
problem welcoming strangers who pull into his parking lot 
with a smile on a random Wednesday afternoon. 

“It gets lonely out here,” he tells me with a grin. “So, 
come on in. I’ll show you what I’m working on.”

What was he working on? Wildly elaborate designs 
woven into tables and other pieces of wood. Snakes. Skulls. 
You name it. His most high-profile customer is one of the 
most listened-to podcasters in the world, Joe Rogan, for 
whom he’s crafted three signature pieces. It took Scott 
more than 15 years to start making money from his art, but 

IN THE BEGINNING:IN THE BEGINNING: Northwestern Rural Electric Cooperative, the first 
of its kind in Pennsylvania, is recognized near Meadville with a historical 
marker celebrating the placement of the first co-op pole in 1936. 
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now that he’s reached that point, he’s determined to never 
betray his artistic passion. 

“I work six days a week here,” he says, “even if my wife 
thinks it’s seven. I just love being in here and creating.”

After we said our pleasantries and I bid him adieu, it 
was off to the portion of Route 6 served by Warren Electric 
Cooperative. Among the stops directly along the route were 
the Warren County Fairgrounds and the Warren County 
Visitors Center. Maybe most important for my purposes, 
it’s also home to the first 100-mile marker of the route. 

Little did I know that on Day 2, I’d go on to see three 
more of those.

DAY 2
Here’s the thing about driving the duration of Route 

6: It’s a grind. And the truth is that to even have a shot at 
doing it in some enjoyable, family-friendly manner, you 
need to have somewhat of a perfect storm come together. 
You need ample time. Also, it’s wise to visit during a 
weather-friendly time of year. You must be nimble, too, 
and shouldn’t be in a hurry. 

But we have a magazine to put out, darn it, so it wasn’t 
like I could spend weeks out there doing this thing.

As a result, Day 2 started early. My first stop was 
near Mount Jewett to see the Kinzua Bridge, a much-
photographed railroad viaduct, half of which was wiped 
out by a tornado in 2003. When it was constructed in 1882, 
the bridge was one of the tallest in the world. Today, the 
site features the dramatic Kinzua Skywalk, which is closed 

until 2027 for renovations. The 
visitor center, trails and picnic 
areas at Kinzua Bridge State 
Park, however, remain open to 
visitors.

After a pitstop there, I drove 
through many more scenic 
areas. Potter, Tioga and Brad-
ford counties — various parts of 
which are covered by Claverack 
REC, Sullivan County REC and 
Tri-County REC — have much 
to offer. 

I stopped by the Coudersport 
Arboretum, a community park that some have called a 
“serene journey through time.” The scenic views in Galeton, 
known for its booming 19th-century lumber industry, were 
so gorgeous that I found it imperative to park the car and 
snap a few photos. My dashboard was still a rainbow of 
problems, but thankfully that didn’t impede my ability to 
drive the rest of the route.

The amount of fun to be had and things to be done 
on Route 6 felt infinite as I whisked deeper into the 
wilderness. I made note of when I passed the 200-mile 
marker on Day 2: It was noon.

“OK,” I thought. “I think I can do this. It’s only 200 more 
miles to the end of the road, and it’s also only noon. I’ll 
stop for lunch and I’ll never look back.”

Right.
The lunch in that fail-safe plan happened at the 

Wellsboro Diner, which first opened its doors in 1939 as 
Schanacker’s Diner and looks as though it hasn’t changed a 
bit in almost 90 years of existence. 

Like any traditional diner, it had the counter service 
and the pies and the milkshakes and the booths and the 
hamburgers and, of course, the people. A woman named 
Kathy, a patron at the counter with a plate full of breakfast, 
was the star of the show. She talked so much and so often 
to so many people that the cook had to remind her that 
her food was getting cold — twice. 

“None of those cookies are any good,” she deadpans to 
me as I’m ready to leave and wonder aloud if I should try 
one of the restaurant’s giant sweets. 

CARVING IT UP:CARVING IT UP: Artist Scott Dow, who 
has a woodworking shop along Route 6 in 
Corry, has some famous clients, including 
podcaster Joe Rogan. 
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R O A D  T R I P P I N GR O A D  T R I P P I N G

“I’m joking,” she clarifies with a laugh, and it almost feels 
like we should hug before I step out the door. 

But in fact, we do not. I’m on a mission now. There is 
no time for hugs for my focus is squarely on tackling the 
hardest stretch yet. 

Completing the route
The act of driving on Route 6 deserves its own story. 

Shoot, its own magazine. It’s impossible to find a rhythm. 
One minute, you are stuck in a line of cars because the 
person at the front is going 30 mph in a 55 mph zone. The 
next, a truck runs up and passes you on a double-lined 
section of the road that winds like a phantom thread. 

This proved to be an issue as I encountered the final 
portion of Route 6. Two hundred miles, in theory, could 
be driven in three-and-a-half hours. It was only 1:15 p.m. 
when I left Wellsboro. It was 5:56 p.m. when I crossed the 
Delaware River and arrived in Port Jervis, N.Y., marking the 
end of my journey. 

One day, I promised myself, I’ll return to these places — 
I have to, right? There’s traveling Route 6, and then there’s 
traveling Route 6. If nothing else, I learned the latter, which 
requires time, is the far better option. 

Still, as I found a hotel — and an absolutely excellent 
gas-station dinner at a place called Dandy’s in Towanda — 
I knew there was one thing left for me to experience in the 
morning. 

DAY 3
On my way home, I revisited Mansfield to catch up with 

Casey Wood, who handles communications for two co-ops, 
Claverack REC and Tri-County REC, and who showed me 

around. One of Mansfield’s claims to fame is that it hosted 
the first-ever nighttime football game in 1892 at Smythe Park. 

That was a small but powerful moment in history, and 
Melissa Underwood, executive director of the Mansfield 
Chamber of Commerce, knows full well how much rural 
electrification has meant to her community. Her father, 
Randy Colton, is a Tri-County REC member. 

“My dad is very hard to please,” Underwood says 
between serving customers at Night and Day Coffee Café 
in Mansfield. “But a Tri-County employee reached out 
to him and explained the work they had to do around his 
house. Remember: My dad is not someone who really 
likes people.

“But he called me to express how appreciative he was 
that the employee came out and explained things to him,” 
she adds, smiling. “There was a personal touch to it that was 
such a big deal to my dad. He said, ‘They take care of you.’ ”

Hearing these words made me understand the allure of 
Route 6 beyond its scenery. There’s a camaraderie among 
all the small towns and big counties that line up along it. 
The road’s own “personal touch” is found in its diners, 
trails, watering holes, grocery stores and gas stations. It’s a 
geographical gateway to a world of charm, and its people 
are its soul. 

I’m reminded of this when I speak with Steve McCloskey, 
the retired sports information director for Commonwealth 
University – Mansfield, who is also known as “Mr. 
Mansfield” around town. 

“It’s not sexy,” he says about Mansfield, “but the people 
who came from here have gone on to do some incredible 
things. Just think: They started here.” They include Tom 
McMillen, a former NBA star, Rhodes Scholar, and U.S. 

congressman; Herb Goodall, a 
professional baseball player; and 
Theodore F. Randolph, who became 
the 22nd governor of New Jersey and 
a U.S. senator.

Then, it hits me: They also started 
along the long and winding road that 
is Route 6 — 403 miles of beautiful 
byways, awe-inspiring scenery and 
picturesque paths. 

I smile.
“Thank you for that,” I say to 

McCloskey before heading back 
down the road. 

“You’re welcome,” he responds. 
“But don’t forget: It’s true.” 

HISTORY IN THE MAKING:HISTORY IN THE MAKING: Steve McCloskey, 
known as “Mr. Mansfield,” reflects on the 
community — one of many along Route 6 —  
and its accomplishments at The History Center 
on Main Street. 
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From a small garage to tinker on your vintage automobile to an elaborate 
workshop to focus on your woodworking hobby, a residential storage and hobby 
building designed and constructed by Morton is crafted to provide a stronger, 
longer-lasting, better-looking structure customized to fi t your needs. Don’t settle 
for second best — because Morton has a quality that’s unmistakable, just like you.

Visit mortonbuildings.com or call 800-447-7436. Built Stronger. Lasts Longer. Looks Better.

©2026 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.4909



HEY
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COMMUNITYCORNER  PEOPLE & PLACES

Main Office: Cambridge Springs, Pa.
Consumer-members served: 19,541
Website: northwesternrec.coop

A Spring Sunset
This month’s artwork comes from Rebecca Shields, 
daughter of Charlie and Shela Shields, members of DuBois-
based United Electric Cooperative. Rebecca’s scene depicts 
a sunset as seen from her family’s backyard. According to 
her parents, she loves painting pictures whenever she gets 
the chance. Thank you, Rebecca, for sharing your artwork 
with us!

Rebecca Shields, age 7, United Electric Cooperative 

CALLING ALL KIDS, ages 5 to 17:  
Show off your artistic skills!

Each month, we’ll feature the artwork of our young readers 
(or our readers’ youngsters), inspired by something they’ve 
read in Penn Lines. Paints, pencils, crayons, clay, sand — any 
physical medium is OK! You may send digital photos of the 
creation to CommunityCorner@prea.com, but please: no 
digital artwork.

Please include the artist’s name, age and electric cooperative, 
plus a 25- to 50-word description of the art.

Local Lore 
Northwestern Rural 
Electric Cooperative
An Underground Railroad 
through Crawford County 

Most people know John Brown 
as one of American history’s most 
famous abolitionists. He fought in the 
border war in Kansas and attempted 
to initiate a slave revolt in the southern 
states, which most historians say was 
one of the primary causes of the Civil 
War. What most people may not know, 
however, is that Brown spent most of 
his 20s in Crawford County, currently 
served by Northwestern Rural Electric 
Cooperative (REC). 

Arriving in 1826, he bought land, 
built a house, developed a farm and 
even started a tannery while living in 
northwestern Pennsylvania. Calling 
Richmond Township his home, he 
was a clerk at a small church and 
then became the township’s first-ever 
postmaster. 

In the Centennial Edition Tribune-
Republican, which chronicles the 
history of Crawford County, author 
G.B. Delamater noted Brown’s 
importance to the community when 
he wrote, “John Brown … was a 
pioneer citizen of Crawford County, 
and for many years aided in its 
settlement and improvement during 
an important period of its history.”

Brown lived in Crawford County 
longer than he would live anywhere 
else. In a barn on his property, he 
reportedly kept a secret room that 
hid escaping slaves. His operation 
became so successful, in fact, that his 
farm became an important stop on the 
Underground Railroad, helping some 
2,500 enslaved people as they traveled 
to Canada. 

Brown eventually led a slave 
rebellion in Harpers Ferry, Va. (now 
West Virginia), but was outmatched 
by Gen. Robert E. Lee. After defeat, the 
abolitionist was executed by hanging 
at the age of 59. 

So, while most Americans know 
Brown for his anti-slavery stance, it 

was his time in Crawford County that 
helped set the stage for what would 
be some of the most radical moments 
in North American history.  

SETTING THE STAGE:SETTING THE STAGE: John Brown, one of 
America’s most famous abolitionists, called 
Crawford County his home while in his 20s. 
He would later attempt a slave rebellion in 
Harpers Ferry, Va. (now West Virginia).
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Claverack 
Rural Electric  
Cooperative

One of 14 electric cooperatives  One of 14 electric cooperatives  
serving Pennsylvania and New Jerseyserving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

CLAVERACK REC
32750 Route 6

Wysox, PA 18854
570-265-2167
800-326-9799

Email: mail@claverack.com
Website: https://claverack.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Timothy T. Tewksbury, Zone 6Timothy T. Tewksbury, Zone 6
ChairChair

570-833-2320570-833-2320
Angela S. Joines, Zone 3Angela S. Joines, Zone 3

Vice ChairVice Chair
570-756-4979570-756-4979

Danise C. Fairchild, Zone 1Danise C. Fairchild, Zone 1
Secretary/TreasurerSecretary/Treasurer

570-265-3599570-265-3599
Charles R. McNamara, Zone 8Charles R. McNamara, Zone 8

Vice Secretary/TreasurerVice Secretary/Treasurer
570-553-4385570-553-4385

Robert R. Faux, Zone 2Robert R. Faux, Zone 2
570-574-3531 570-574-3531 

Robert W. Fearnley, Zone 5Robert W. Fearnley, Zone 5
570-278-2288570-278-2288

Gary L. Hennip, Zone 4Gary L. Hennip, Zone 4
570-250-2200570-250-2200

Gene R. Hubbard, Zone 7Gene R. Hubbard, Zone 7
570-357-5541570-357-5541

Anthony J. Ventello, Zone 9Anthony J. Ventello, Zone 9
607-765-2615607-765-2615

Steven G. AllabaughSteven G. Allabaugh
President & CEOPresident & CEO

STAFF

Melanie G. Sparbaine, Executive Assistant
Nicholas J. Berger, Sr. Director, Engineering and Operations

Jennifer W. Jones, Chief Financial Officer
Brian F. Zeidner, Director, Member Services

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday

7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Casey M. Wood, VP, Communications
C&T Enterprises, Inc. 

C&T Enterprises, Inc. is a jointly owned subsidiary 
of Claverack (Wysox, Pa) and Tri-County 

(Mansfield, Pa) Rural Electric Cooperatives. 
C&T provides shared management and support 

services for the two parent electric cooperatives, the 
cooperatives’ telecom affiliates of Revolution Broadband 

and Tri-Co Connections, and C&T’s subsidiary utilities 
of Wellsboro Electric Co. (Wellsboro, Pa), Citizens’ 

Electric Co. (Lewisburg, Pa), and Valley Energy 
(Sayre, Pa), a natural gas distribution company.

Guest Column
A Look into the Forest:  
Turning Data into Reliability

O U R  M E M B E R S  U N D E R STA N D  F I R ST H A N D  O U R  M E M B E R S  U N D E R STA N D  F I R ST H A N D  the critical role vegetation 
plays in grid resilience and reliability. Across our system, vegetation 
remains the leading cause of service interruptions. Over the past decade, 
Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) has made targeted, strategic 
investments to modernize our vegetation management program. 

Those efforts have strengthened system reliability and significantly 
enhanced the overall resilience of our network.

When I first joined the cooperative, right-of-way (ROW) tracking 
depended mostly on paper maps and a single spreadsheet, which noted 
the year each area was last maintained. This manual process resulted 
in sections being missed or undocumented, leading to patches of 

unmanaged overgrowth in our territory that persisted for years.
Modernizing how we track and manage vegetation quickly emerged as one of my top 

priorities. 

Detailed, accurate recordkeeping
Today, our tree crews document every task using a digital mapping system. When a span 

is skipped, we know precisely when that occurred and can deploy crews as resources allow. 
This level of detailed, accurate recordkeeping has transformed our ability to plan, prioritize, 
and make informed, strategic decisions that directly strengthen system reliability.

Transitioning to a fully digital vegetation management platform also laid the groundwork 
for addressing the emerald ash borer damage by dramatically expanding our ability to 
identify and mitigate hazard trees. Using this data-driven approach, we proactively targeted 
high-risk spans and streamlined contractor deployment, ultimately supporting the removal 
of more than 40,000 hazard trees across our service territory. 

The results were clear: improved field efficiency, enhanced safety, and a significant 
reduction in outage minutes. It all demonstrated how digital modernization directly 
translates into a more resilient and reliable electric system for our members.

With support from a Pennsylvania Grid Resilience Grant, we advanced this work 
through an innovative use of satellite technology. Today, we conduct annual vegetation 
assessments across our entire system using satellite-based analysis. These assessments 
measure branch-to-conductor distances, identify hazard trees and flag signs of declining 
vegetation. Having a holistic, systemwide view enables us to maximize our budget by 
focusing efforts where the risks are the greatest.

One of the most revealing insights from the satellite-based vegetation model was the 
sheer number of “strike trees” — healthy trees outside the maintained ROW that are tall 
enough to contact our lines if they fall. The analysis identified nearly 400,000 strike trees 
across our service territory, underscoring just how densely forested — and naturally 
beautiful — our region is. 

While tree-related outages will never be fully eliminated and severe storms will always 
pose risks, this level of data granularity allows us to mitigate as many threats as possible. 
By understanding where vulnerabilities exist, we can prioritize mitigation, allocate 
resources strategically and continue strengthening overall system resilience.

JOSHUA 
BAUBLITZ

Continued on page 14C
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May is National Electrical Safety Month: 
Simple Steps to Keep Your Home, Family Safe
C A S E Y WOO D, VICE PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICATIONS

E AC H  M AY, E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E S  AC R O S S  E AC H  M AY, E L E CT R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E S  AC R O S S  the country 
join the Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI) 
in recognizing National Electrical Safety Month — a time 
dedicated to raising awareness about preventing electrical 
fires, shocks, and accidents in our homes and workplaces. 
The campaign reminds all of us that while electricity powers 

nearly everything we do, it must be used with care and 
respect.

At its core, Electrical Safety Month focuses on helping 
families build safer habits through simple, practical steps. 
ESFI’s resources highlight the most common household 
risks and how easy it can be to prevent them with regular 

attention. For example, conducting a quick 
home audit — checking for frayed cords, 
warm outlets, or loose plugs — can catch 
small issues before they become major 
hazards or even fatal.

‘It’s Electric!’: How many times 
do you use electricity each day?

Have you ever stopped to count how 
many times you encounter electricity in a 
single day? Most of us don’t, but the num-
ber is surprisingly high. From the moment 
we wake up until we turn in for the night, 
electricity powers our routines, comforts 
and conveniences.

Even simple habits — turning on a light, 
charging a phone, brewing coffee — remind 
us that electricity is everywhere. And during 
National Electrical Safety Month, it is a great 
time to recognize not only how much we 
depend on electricity, but how important it is 
to use it safely.

We constantly use electricity without 
thinking twice. Sound familiar?

k Wake-up call:
Alarm blaring. Lights on. Shower run-

ning. Day started.
k Kitchen check:
Coffee first? Praise the beans! Refrigerator 

humming. Microwaves, toasters, repeat.
k Getting ready:
Hair dryers, razors, toothbrush chargers 

— plugged in and powering up.
k Work or school mode:
Laptops, monitors, tablets, chargers, Wi-

Fi — no power, less productivity.
k Chores:
Washers, vacuums, dishwashers — oh 

my! Quietly doing the heavy lifting.
k Staying comfortable:
Heat, AC, fans, humidifiers — because 

comfort matters.
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G U E S T CO LU M N

Continued from page 14A

Saving millions
Collectively, enhancements to our vegetation 

management strategy have delivered significant 
financial and operational benefits. These efforts have 
saved the cooperative — and ultimately our members 
— tens of millions of dollars in avoided repairs, 
emergency response, and overtime costs. 

Equally important, members are experiencing 
measurable reductions in outage duration and 
improved service reliability. As we look ahead, we 
remain committed to maximizing the value of every 
budgeted dollar and pursuing innovative, data-driven 
solutions that continue to strengthen the electric system 
we maintain on behalf of our membership. 

JOSHUA BAUBLITZ
RIGHT-OF-WAY PROGRAM MANAGER

k Downtime:
TVs, game systems, speakers, streaming devices. 

Relaxation, powered.
k Outside the house:
Garage doors, power tools, exterior lighting.
Are you exhauseted yet?
k Lights out:
Reading lamps, electric blankets, white-noise machines 

— ahh, you made it!
In today’s world, nearly every task — from the essential 

to the enjoyable — is powered by electricity. As ESFI notes, 
electricity is deeply integrated into daily life, and its conve-
nience can make it easy to forget the risks that come with 
misuse or overlooked hazards. 

And that’s exactly why safety matters
Because electricity is so woven into our routines, being 

intentional about safety is more important than ever.
ESFI emphasizes simple steps every household can take, 

such as checking for damaged cords, avoiding overloaded 
outlets, and testing ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) 
outlets monthly. These small habits can help prevent 
electrical fires and electric shock.

As new devices enter our homes — especially those 
powered by lithium-ion batteries — it becomes even 
more important to follow use guidelines, avoid counterfeit 
chargers and store batteries safely. ESFI provides resources 
to help consumers safely navigate the growing number of 
electrical products we use every day.

Why co-ops are leaning into ‘It’s Electric!’
For your electric cooperative, the campaign’s theme, 

“It’s Electric!,” is more than catchy; it is an opportunity to:
k Highlight how much electricity improves quality of life.
k Remind members to use it safely.
k �Connect modern living with the cooperative’s mission 

of reliability and protection.
k Reinforce awareness of common electrical risks.
k Bring attention to simple, practical safety tips.
k Make safety feel relevant, not intimidating.
When people realize how often they rely on electricity, 

they are more likely to take small steps each day to keep 
themselves and their families safe.

Another key reminder: Did you know that extension 
cords are meant for temporary use only? They should 
never be linked together, run under carpets, or substituted 
for permanent wiring. Overloading outlets is also a major 
contributor to electrical fires. High-wattage appliances, such 
as space heaters or hair dryers, should always be plugged 
directly into a wall outlet rather than a power strip. 

Water and electricity simply do not mix. ESFI encour-
ages members to keep devices and cords far from sinks, 
bathtubs, pools, or garden hoses and to avoid plugging in or 

unplugging items with wet hands. These small precautions 
significantly reduce the risk of electric shock. 

BEFORE

AFTER

ENSURING SAFETY:ENSURING SAFETY: The “before” photo shows overgrown, 
declining ash trees creating safety risks and threatening service 
reliability in the Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) service 
area. The “after” photo shows a clear, stable corridor created through 
Claverack REC’s proactive vegetation management program, which 
ensures safer conditions as well as stronger system performance 
and reliability.

Continued on page 14D
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N ATI O N A L E LE C TRI C A L SA F E T Y M O NTH

Continued from page 14C

TAKE CONTROL OF  
YOUR ENERGY COSTS
Small changes can add up to real savings. Visit our 
Savings Center at claverack.com, to find tools that help 
you make smart energy decisions — starting with our 
Appliance Calculator, located under the “High Bill 
Concerns?” section. It shows how much your appliances 
cost to run before you buy them or plug them in. 
(Note: Appliance estimates are averages and may vary 
significantly based on energy efficiency ratings and your 
lifestyle.)

Then, manage it all with SmartHub, your one-stop app 
for tracking electric use, paying your bill and setting 
alerts. Not using all the features of SmartHub? Learn 
more at claverack.com/smarthub-101.

Start saving today at claverack.com/savings-center.

All Claverack Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
offices will be closed 
Monday, May 25,  
in observance of 
Memorial Day.

Members are also encouraged to test GFCI outlets 
monthly, especially in kitchens, bathrooms, garages and 
outdoor areas. These devices are designed to cut power 
instantly if a shock hazard is detected — an essential layer 

of protection for families. 
Your cooperative is proud to support this nationwide 

effort and is committed to sharing tips, demonstrations, and 
resources that help keep every member safe. 
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on the electric grid. Air conditioners 
run longer and storms grow more 
intense, pushing the system harder 
than almost any other time of year. 

Maintaining reliability during peak 
demand depends on transmission and 
distribution systems working together.

Electric cooperatives maintain 
distribution lines that deliver energy 
from substations to homes, farms and 
businesses across rural Pennsylvania. 
Transmission lines, meanwhile, carry 
large volumes of electricity from power 
plants to those substations, often 
crossing multiple utility territories. 
The distinction matters most when 
demand spikes or storms roll through.

“A transmission outage during 
extreme conditions is essentially 
a worst‑case scenario,” says Chad 
Thoman, manager of engineering — 
electrical at Gettysburg-based Adams 
Electric Cooperative. “We can invest 
heavily in our distribution system, but 
if transmission goes down, none of 
that matters.”

Minimizing  
transmission failures

A single transmission outage can 
affect multiple substations and limit a 
cooperative’s ability to reroute power. 
Though less frequent, transmission 
failures can take longer to resolve and 
affect more members.

Transmission infrastructure is 
expensive. High‑voltage power lines, 
for example, can cost more than  
$1 million per mile. As plans for new 
generation and new demand unfold, 
more transmission infrastructure 
must be built and upgraded. 
Transmission owners recover costs 
through charges that ultimately show 
up on electric bills.

Allegheny Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. (Allegheny), the wholesale power 
provider for rural electric coopera-
tives in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
balances reliability and affordability by 
limiting its transmission infrastructure 
ownership to approximately 45 miles of 
line, which interconnects its generation 
sources to the grid. By comparison, 
distribution cooperatives in Penn- 
sylvania collectively maintain nearly 
29,000 miles of line.

“Building and maintaining 
transmission lines is costly,” explains 
Rich Geosits, Allegheny manager, 
power delivery. “Owning only 
what’s necessary for our generation 
and using existing infrastructure 
whenever possible helps keep costs 
down for member cooperatives.”

Based on information provided by 
local cooperatives, Allegheny works 
with other transmission owners and 
operators, including FirstEnergy, 
to proactively address potential 
weak spots in their systems. This 
allows Allegheny to recommend 

Behind the Scenes: Summer Storms,
Peak Demand and the Power Grid
M I C H A E L T.  C R AWFO RD, SENIOR TECHNICAL EDITOR

ENERGYMATTERS POWERING YOUR LIFE

A column brought to you by Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc.

INVESTING IN RELIABILITY:INVESTING IN RELIABILITY: Michael 
Kovachick, Allegheny Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. power delivery engineer, examines 
transmission lines for potential upgrades to 
improve reliability.

infrastructure investments that will 
improve reliability to its member 
distribution cooperatives.

“We look closely at outage frequency, 
duration and how easily we can 
backfeed from adjacent substations,” 
Thoman says. “Every outage tells us 
something about where the system 
needs to be stronger.”

Chuck Anna, Allegheny principal 
engineer, planning & delivery 
services, explains that Allegheny 
coordinates with transmission 
owners to recommend improvements 
upstream from delivery points, 
where Allegheny’s wholesale energy 
is transferred to local distribution 
cooperatives. These investments give 
operators flexibility during high‑stress 
conditions, which can reduce outage 
durations and limit the number of 
consumer-members affected.

Allegheny also coordinates mutual 
aid when equipment is damaged — 
usually by wind, snow, or ice — by 
reaching out to other cooperatives 
across the Commonwealth and in 
neighboring states.

“This is where rubber meets the 
road,” Geosits says. “You can put all 
the money you want into a system, 
but it’s boots on the ground — 
cooperation among cooperatives — 
that gets electricity back on.”

As summer unfolds, behind‑the‑ 
scenes coordination helps ensure 
electricity keeps flowing safely with- 
out placing unnecessary costs on 
consumer‑members. 

* * ** * *
ALLEGHENY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., ALLEGHENY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., 
based in Harrisburg, Pa., is the wholesale power based in Harrisburg, Pa., is the wholesale power 
provider for the 14 rural electric cooperatives in provider for the 14 rural electric cooperatives in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The cooperative has Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The cooperative has 
a proud history of investing in sustainable energy a proud history of investing in sustainable energy 
solutions to benefit the communities it serves while solutions to benefit the communities it serves while 
providing reliable energy at an affordable price.providing reliable energy at an affordable price.
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K E LLY M . LU V I SON 
PENN L INE S  CONTRIBU TOR

W E ’ V E  A L L H E A R D  T H E  O L D  S AY I N G :  W E ’ V E  A L L H E A R D  T H E  O L D  S AY I N G :  If a tree falls in the 
forest and no one is around to hear it, does it actually 
make a sound?

So, if a friendly little magazine circulating around rural 
Pennsylvania for the past six decades makes its way to 
Denmark, Russia, West Africa, or perhaps Japan, does 
anyone really take notice?

You bet! Particularly if that periodical happens to be Penn 
Lines, and the copies in question are part of a special anni-
versary contest that asked readers to submit photos of their 
journeys with the magazine. As Penn Lines turns 60 this 
year, readers made it infinitely clear 
that the magazine is a special part of 
their lives — at home and abroad — as 
more than 60 made their play for the 
most well-traveled issue.

And the winner is …
Enter Julia Hoffman — from  

6,991 miles away. 
Julia is a third-year student at the 

University of Pittsburgh who, at this 
moment, has a keepsake copy of Penn 
Lines tucked away in her room at 

Konan University in Japan, where she is about to complete a 
nine-month program of study. 

For this Central Cambria High School grad, Japan is 
her fourth adventure in international studies, which also 
included a tour of Senegal, West Africa. Julia also happens 
to be studying abroad thanks in part to a scholarship she 
earned three years ago from the Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association (PREA), the statewide advocate for the 14 rural 
electric cooperatives in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

HOW FARHOW FAR
DID IT GO?DID IT GO?

Penn Lines Reader Takes Magazine
on a Nearly 7,000-Mile Journey to Japan

THOUSANDS OF MILES AWAY:THOUSANDS OF MILES AWAY: Julia 
Hoffman, a University of Pittsburgh 
student who’s studying in Japan, won 
a $50 gift card for taking Penn Lines 
on the longest journey — in this case, 
nearly 7,000 miles away from home. Her 
parents, Beth and John, live in Cambria 
County and are members of REA Energy 
Cooperative.

A N N I V E R S A R Y  C O N T E S T  W I N N E R  N O .  1 :  M O S T  W E L L - T R A V E L E D  A N N I V E R S A R Y  C O N T E S T  W I N N E R  N O .  1 :  M O S T  W E L L - T R A V E L E D  P E N N  L I N E SP E N N  L I N E S

Continued on next page
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“I just love different cultures and languages,” says Julia, 
who will turn 21 this month. 

She has kept the October 2023 issue of Penn Lines close 
at hand on her academic travels as part of her curriculum 
vitae. That particular issue featured an article about her 
and the other PREA scholarship recipients.

With a youthful chuckle during a recent Zoom connection 
from the Japanese city of Kebo, Julia promised that the $50 gift 
card — her prize for taking the magazine the longest distance 
— will also be going toward her college and travel expenses, 
not the more indulgent Japanese treats of sushi, sake or 
sashimi. One of about 40 American students at the university 
— a half-dozen from Pitt — she takes two-and-a-half hours 
of Japanese language instruction every day on top of her 
other college classes and says she doesn’t have much time for 
extracurriculars.

Julia is double majoring in linguistics and Japanese at 
Konan. Her dream job would be working for a foreign 
embassy — abroad or in the states — perhaps as a foreign 
services officer.

“That would be a long-term goal,” she says, indicating 

that teaching English to young students in Japan will likely 
be her first objective after college. Interestingly enough, 
Julia’s gravitational pull toward Japanese was piqued 
during middle school with exposure to anime, the hugely 
popular genre of Japanese animation.

“I told myself back then I was going to learn Japanese 
someday,” she says, giving herself a solid five out of 10 
today when it comes to mastery of the language, but she’s 
working hard on getting to a seven.

‘It was always around’
Back home, Penn Lines and REA Energy Cooperative, 

which serves her hometown of Mineral Point in Cambria 
County, have been part of the Hoffman family’s life for a 
long time.

“My Mom and Dad read the magazine a lot, and they 
know other people who do, like in our church. It was 
always around,” Julia says. “It did take me by surprise when 
I got the email that my photo had won. It was nice.”

Julia’s mother, Beth, says the anniversary contest wasn’t 
the first or only thing she and her husband, John, have 
passed along to their kids from the magazine. They also 
encouraged Julia to apply for the PREA scholarship.  

“Even though we’ve lived out in the country [for nearly 
35 years], we’ve always embraced other cultures,” says 
Beth, a professor of mathematics at Pitt-Johnstown. John is 
an instructor at Conemaugh Health Systems in Johnstown.

Beth says the family has hosted internationally themed 
parties at their home to foster broader thinking among 
their children and family. Their elder son speaks Arabic, 
and as of this writing, he and his wife were planning to visit 
Japan this month.

Where else did Penn Lines travel?
The Hoffmans’ interest in foreign cultures and far-away 

places clearly is not unique among Penn Lines readers. 
Some other travels and travelers worth noting include:

k �T.C. Miller, a Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) 
member, who packed “The Line Wives” issue of Penn 
Lines (April 2025) on a recent trip to North Carolina. 
There, he took the magazine to Blue Ridge Energy in 
Sparta, one of the rural electric cooperatives that found 
itself in the vortex of Hurricane Helene. Other North 
Carolina contest entrants included Barry Bateman of 

A N N I V E R S A R Y  C O N T E S T  W I N N E R  N O .  1 :  M O S T  W E L L - T R A V E L E D  A N N I V E R S A R Y  C O N T E S T  W I N N E R  N O .  1 :  M O S T  W E L L - T R A V E L E D  P E N N  L I N E SP E N N  L I N E S

A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT:A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT: Readers took copies of Penn Lines all over 
the world for a chance to win our most well-traveled magazine 
contest. Here, Aidan Long, forefront, poses with his brother, Kaleb, at 
the Millard Fillmore house in East Aurora, New York. Aidan chose this 
issue because it featured Kaleb, a Youth Tour student who represented 
Tri-County Rural Electric Cooperative.

Continued from page 17
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Valley REC, who took his copy to Wilmington, and  
Tri-County REC’s Jamie Colaneri, who visited Corolla.

k �One young reader, Aidan Long, took the September 
2025 issue, featuring a photo of his brother, Kaleb, a 
Tri-County REC Youth Tour student, to East Aurora, 
New York. There, the family visited the home of Millard 
Fillmore, the 13th U.S. president. Meanwhile, Edward 
and Susan Davis of Sullivan County REC brought their 
copy of Penn Lines to New York’s 1000 Islands along the 
St. Lawrence Seaway.

k �Alaska was widely represented, too. From Seward, 
Thom and Valerie Lintner of Huntingdon entered 
the contest by way of Valley REC. From Denali, 
entries were received from Lisa Wood of Tri-County 
REC, Katie Miller of Adams Electric, and Dale and 
Sue Krysinski of United Electric. Laurie McCanna of 
Warren Electric showcased her favorite Penn Lines 
issue while visiting Wiseman. From Whittier, Chris 
Klouser of United Electric had a hat in the ring for 
the most-traveled Penn Lines, as did Janet Roeber of 
Claverack REC.

k �Other long-distance entrants from the continental 
U.S. included cooperative members who traveled to 

Scottsdale, Arizona; San Francisco, San Diego, Palo 
Alto, and Redwood National Park, California; Capitol 
Reef National Park in Utah; Rangeley, Maine; Dallas, 
Texas; Las Vegas, Nevada; Jackson, Wyoming; and 
Seattle, Washington.

k �Off-shore entries arrived from co-op travelers to Maui, 
Hawaii; Half Moon Cay, Coco Bay, and Nassau in the 
Bahamas; and St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands. The 
Caribbean island of Bonaire in the Leeward Antilles 
was also represented; two co-op families took Penn 
Lines there.

k �Contest entrants who traveled to Italy included Kelly 
Finan, a Claverack REC member who visited Pompei, 
and Concetta Schirra, another Claverack REC member 
who spent time in Termini. We also received three 
entries from readers who visited Rome: Kathleen Pino 
and William Harker, both of REA Energy, and Debra 
Ritter of Tri-County REC.

k �One-off entries for the most well-traveled Penn Lines 
also came from readers who visited Poland, France, the 
Netherlands, Canada, England, Bosnia, Spain, Germany, 
Antigua, Ireland and the British West Indies. 
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SMARTCIRCUITS HOME ENERGY SOLUTIONS

D E A R  J I M :  D E A R  J I M :  My bathroom vent fan 
sounds like a rocket at takeoff and 
doesn’t exhaust humidity well. When 
selecting a new one, what features 
should I consider? — Jeffrey H.

D E A R  J E F F R E Y:  D E A R  J E F F R E Y:  The noise level, 
controls and moisture-removal speed 
are the most important characteristics 
to consider when selecting a 
bathroom vent fan. The controls, 
coupled with the maximum air flow 
rate, determine the overall efficiency 
of the fan. If the fan is too noisy, you 
likely won’t use it as often, which can 
result in problems, such as mold and 
mildew growth or bathroom damage.

Before rushing to get a new fan, you 
may be able to improve the function 
and lower the noise level of your old 
one. A thorough cleaning of the inside, 
especially the blade surfaces, can 
increase air flow and decrease noise.

First, switch off the 
circuit breaker to the vent 
fan. Unscrew the grill 
and the motor mounting 
screws to get full access. 
Clean every surface you 
can reach with an alcohol 
wipe, including as far up as 
possible into the duct.

Even if the motor 
bearings are a little worn, 
cleaning may bring the 
fan back into balance and 
reduce air flow resistance. 
You can also get a fan 
rebuilding kit with a new 
motor and blade. This will 
bring it back to its original 
efficiency and sound level, 
but it won’t be as good as a 
brand new one.

The sound level of a vent 
fan is rated in “sones” and 
listed on the packaging. 
The quietest fans are  
0.3 sone, but you can 
barely hear anything under 
1.0 sone. A small fan is 
typically quieter than a 
large one of equal quality.

The Home Ventilating 
Institute recommends  
1.1 cubic feet per minute 

(cfm) of air flow for each square foot 
of bathroom floor area. When install-
ing a multi-speed fan, make sure the 
maximum air flow rating meets this 
standard.

Also, there are differences in the 
efficiencies of bathroom vent fan 
designs. To be Energy Star®-certified, 
a small fan must vent at least 1.4 cfm/
watt-used and a large fan must be 
twice that efficient.

Although the above fan efficiency is 
somewhat important, the type of fan 
control has a much greater impact on 
your electric bills. If a fan runs longer 
than necessary, it obviously wastes 
electricity and draws out excessive 
conditioned air. If the fan runs too 
little or is too small, excess moisture 
builds up indoors. This can make 
the air conditioner run longer, affect 
your comfort, exacerbate allergies, 
and damage windows and building 
materials.

A combination motion-sensing 
and moisture-level-sensing control 
with a multi-speed fan motor and 
an LED light is by far the best. If the 
moisture level is not excessively high, 
the motion sensor will start when you 
enter the bathroom and stop when 
you leave it. Most models allow you to 
adjust the stop delay.

After a shower, the moisture sensor 
keeps the fan running after you leave 
the room until the level drops. The 
best sensors detect a rapid rise in 
moisture and automatically switch 
the fan to high speed. It goes back to a 
quieter low speed and then stops.

Another super-quiet option is an 
efficient in-line vent located in the 
attic. Ducts from the powerful fan can 
run to two separate inlet grills, such 
as one over the sink and one over the 
bathtub. It is compatible with any 
type of sensor and control. 

HAVE A QUESTION FOR JIM? HAVE A QUESTION FOR JIM? Send inquiries to  Send inquiries to  
James Dulley, James Dulley, Penn LinesPenn Lines, 6906 Royalgreen  , 6906 Royalgreen  
Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45244 or visit dulley.com.Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45244 or visit dulley.com.

Select the  
Best Quiet 
Bathroom  
Vent Fan  
for Your Home
JA M E S D U LLE Y

LITTLE FAN, BIG SAVINGS:LITTLE FAN, BIG SAVINGS: A recessed light-and-vent fan 
installed in a shower stall combines efficient ventilation 
with convenient lighting. 

BROAN
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GET OUT THERE OUTDOORADVENTURES

T H E Y STA RT I N  L AT E  W I N T E R :  T H E Y STA RT I N  L AT E  W I N T E R :  the 
dreams that devolve into nightmares, 
as they do every year.

Turkeys are gobbling on the 
roost, and I am hunting them. Their 
thunderous gobbles continue, but 
I can’t get a sound out of any of my 
calls — mouth calls, box calls, pot calls. 
I frantically dig more calls out of my 
vest, more than I would ever carry into 
the woods, and none of them work.

I have come to accept this over-
night disruption as a product of my 
obsession with turkeys and turkey 
hunting. After 50 years, it’s unlikely to 
change.

The nightmares simply signal the 
beginning of an exhaustive pursuit: 
pre-season scouting, calling practice 
and weeks of rising in what most 
would consider the middle of the night.

I wake without an alarm clock, 
typically after tossing and turning as 
I second-guess my setup plan for the 
morning, consumed by the possibility 
that not a single longbeard will play 
the game and come to my calling.

For all practical purposes, I don’t 
sleep during the month of May. Even 
nighttime qualifies more as a series of 
naps. I endure by grabbing a mid-
morning doze at the base of a big oak 
tree; a post-hunt snooze in the cab of 
my pickup, warmed by the sun; and 
make an afternoon bedroom visit, 
usually accompanied by our two Labs. 
The cumulative effect, combined with 
plenty of coffee and the knowledge of 
an unfilled tag, allows me to stagger 
through the season.

Warren Zevon sings, “I’ll sleep 
when I’m dead,” but I’ll stop short of 
that; I’ll just play catch-up in June. 
Even then, the transition is difficult, 
as I will continue to wake around 3:30 

every morning after the season ends.
It’s a small price to pay for a passion 

that, thankfully, still burns when so 
many hunters my age have lost that fire.

May is about much more than 
vocal longbeards. While I am hopeful 
the sunrise brings a gobble, I still 
relish the spring mornings that bring 
many other sights and sounds. There 
will almost assuredly be deer, and 
it’s entirely possible I will literally 
stumble upon a newborn fawn, its 
spotted coat the perfect camouflage 
in the sunlight.

Coyotes will howl and sometimes 
offer me a quick glimpse. A skunk 
may emerge from a hollow log as I 
sit at the base of a tree, and I’ll watch 
in amusement as it stretches, yawns, 
and ambles down the hill to start its 
day. Raccoons, porcupines, foxes — 
all are possibilities. On one occasion, 
I spotted a cautious bobcat that had 
slipped in on my decoys as I called.

And there are more birds to be 
excited about than just turkeys. 
Great-horned and barred owls will 
sound off in the darkness, sometimes 

triggering a gobble that assists me 
in my own efforts. And the morning 
symphony of cardinals, crows, blue 
jays, chickadees, warblers and count-
less other songbirds never gets old — 
unless it’s so loud it makes hearing a 
distant gobble a challenge.

When I step from shelter to cover 
ground, the walk itself is often 
rewarding enough, even if the birds 
aren’t gobbling. There’s gold in these 
hills in the form of morel mushrooms 
(perhaps the most sought-after 
fungi). It’s not unusual to find a shed 
antler or two, courtesy of a buck that 
survived the fall hunting season.

And then, just like that, it’s over. 
Paula and I return our shotguns 
to their safe. I store my arsenal of 
turkey calls and bring my camouflage 
clothing to the laundry room.

It’s time for a nap. 

STEVE PIATTSTEVE PIATT  is a veteran newspaper editor and is a veteran newspaper editor and 
outdoor writer who along with his wife, Paula, has outdoor writer who along with his wife, Paula, has 
hunted and fished across North America. He is hunted and fished across North America. He is 
most at home on the water and in the fields of the most at home on the water and in the fields of the 
Keystone State. He lives in Bradford County.Keystone State. He lives in Bradford County.

Sleep Can Wait Until June 
S TE V E PI AT T

SCOUTING EFFORT:SCOUTING EFFORT: A mob of gobblers wander through Steve Piatt’s property, providing vital 
reconnaissance ahead of the hunt.

STEVE PIATT
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COOPERATIVEKITCHEN  FRESH TAKES ON SEASONAL RECIPES

CHICKEN PICCATA

CHOCOLATE STRAWBERRY DELIGHT

	 3/4	cup butter, divided
	2 1/2	cups chocolate wafer 

cookie crumbs
	 8	ounces fresh strawberries,
		 hulled and halved
	 8	ounces cream cheese, softened
	 1	cup powdered sugar
	 8	ounces whipped cream

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Melt ¼ cup butter and 
combine with cookie crumbs. Press 2 cups of crumb 
mixture into a 9-by-9-inch pan. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes, 
then cool on a wire rack. Place the strawberries in 
a food processor and pulse into small chunks. Pour  
strawberries into a strainer to drain excess liquid. Beat 
the cream cheese with ½ cup softened butter. Add 
the powdered sugar and mix until creamy. Add ½ cup 
strawberries to the cream cheese mixture and spread 
over the crust. Fold the remaining strawberries into 
the whipped cream and spread on top of the cream 
cheese mixture. Sprinkle ½ cup cookie crumbs on top. 
Refrigerate 6 to 8 hours. Makes 9 to 12 servings.

A R E  YO U  F E E L I N G  R E ST L E S S , E N E R G I Z E D  A N D  E XC I T E D ?  A R E  YO U  F E E L I N G  R E ST L E S S , E N E R G I Z E D  A N D  E XC I T E D ?  You might be suffering 
from spring fever. Consider relieving your symptoms with a counseling session 
in the kitchen. Spring cooking welcomes opportunities to use light, simple 
ingredients.

Start with a tasty pizza showcasing shaved asparagus. When paired with 
bacon and green onions, a symphony of flavor begins. Prepare Chicken Piccata 
for a savory entrée — the classic lemon butter sauce with capers awakens the 
senses. And for your first outdoor meal, make a berry dessert. A combo of 
chocolate and strawberries will release your creative seasonal impulses. 

ANNE M. ANNE M. KIRCHNERKIRCHNER focuses her writing on human connections, travel and culinary arts, researching food  focuses her writing on human connections, travel and culinary arts, researching food 
origins, exploring cooking techniques, and creating new recipes.origins, exploring cooking techniques, and creating new recipes.

Remedies for 
Spring Fever
A N N E M . K I RC H N E R

PHOTOS BY ANNE M. KIRCHNER

	 4	(4-ounce) chicken breasts
	 1	teaspoon salt
	 ½	teaspoon black pepper
	 1/3	cup all-purpose flour
	 5	tablespoons butter, divided
	 3/4	cup white wine or chicken broth
	     Zest of 1 lemon
	 1	tablespoon lemon juice
	 2	tablespoons capers, drained
	     Chopped parsley for garnish

Season the chicken with salt and pepper then dredge 
in flour. Add 3 tablespoons butter to a skillet and melt 
over medium heat. Cook the chicken for 5 minutes 
on each side until golden brown. Transfer the chicken 
to a plate. Using the same skillet, melt the remaining 
butter on medium-low heat. Scrape any browned 
chicken bits into the butter. Add white wine or chicken 
broth, lemon zest, lemon juice, and capers. Bring 
the sauce to a bubble and add the chicken. Cook for 
5 minutes or until the sauce reduces. Garnish with 
parsley. Makes 4 servings.

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Lay the asparagus on 
a cutting board. Hold the woody end to stabilize the 
spear. Using a vegetable peeler, shave the asparagus 
into long, thin ribbons. Some ribbons will be very thin, 
others thick. Place the ribbons in a bowl and season 
with 1 tablespoon olive oil, salt, and pepper. Roll out 
the pizza dough and press into a greased pizza pan. 
Brush the dough with 1 tablespoon olive oil. Top the 
pizza with mozzarella, the asparagus ribbons, bacon 
and Parmesan. Bake for 10 to 15 minutes. Garnish with 
green onions. Makes 3 to 4 servings.

	 ½	pound asparagus
	 2	tablespoons extra virgin
		 olive oil, divided
	 ¼	teaspoon kosher salt
	 ¼	teaspoon pepper
	 1	8- to 10-ounce ball pizza dough
	 1	cup grated mozzarella
	 6	slices bacon, cooked and crumbled
	 ¼	cup grated Parmesan cheese
	 1	green onion, chopped

SHAVED ASPARAGUS BACON PIZZA

22 P E N N L I N E S   •   M A Y  2 0 2 6



FAMILY & COMMUNITY RURALROOTS

Who’s Dining at Your Backyard AYCE Buffet?
M IT C H E LL K Y D

S O M E T I M E  I N  F E B R UA RY, S O M E T I M E  I N  F E B R UA RY, my morning DJ brought the 
station’s news director into the booth to share an update 
with listeners about a cat. After a snowstorm, a wary 
stranger appeared in her neighborhood, looking for food, 
a warm place to sleep and a little love. As those roving 
Romeos do, he was making his late-night rounds howling 
his baleful Mer-ROWWWWW, and on the chance he might 
later entice his future beloved to break her curfew, he 
would leave behind his scented calling card.

To her credit, the news di-
rector realized the cat needed 
a home but was unlikely to 
be adopted in his current 
state. Her intention was to 
entice him into a crate with 
the lure of food and get him 
to the vet. The mission: Sep-
arate him from his “trouble 
puffs,” as she called them, so 
he could go from roving to 
relaxing and become a lazy 
lap cat. Apparently, it almost 
worked. 

As of that morning’s 
update, Romeo was still 
roaming. Instead of caging 
the tomcat, the news director 
stepped out her door to 
find a skunk inside the 
crate. When it comes to stray cats, no good deed goes 
unpunished. I know.

I started thinking about the many critters we’ve attracted 
to our backyard all-you-can-eat (AYCE) buffets. If you 
have gardens, fruit trees, or cornfields, you expect to catch 
some bunnies, bugs, and whitetails in the act, but there are 
occasional surprises.

One early morning, my son went to let his chickens 
out of the coop and saw the door had been closed but 
the run gate left open. Surprise! A porcupine greeted him 
in the run. With paws on the waterer, he was enjoying a 
long, leisurely drink in a way that said this wasn’t his first 
rodeo. My son stayed calm while the giant rodent lapped 
unperturbed. He finished his drink, faced my son, put 
paws on the fence, and posed for a few glamour shots 
before ambling out the gate and into the woods.

Another time, I had a memorable night of coop-closing 
duty. Blossom the Warrior Rooster and all his girls were 

already on the roost, and everyone seemed settled. There 
weren’t any peeps or broody ladies at the time, so I was 
surprised to see one of the black hens sitting on the nest. 
I didn’t venture in, but I used my phone flashlight to see 
which one. Curled comfortably in the box and staring back 
at me was a black rat snake looking very satisfied with 
himself. 

I’m proud to say I have relocated my fair share of black 
snakes barehanded, but there was no chance of getting 

control of this one 
anywhere close to the tail. 
I considered my options, 
then closed the door. 
He got in. He could get 
out. And by the look of 
the bulge in his middle, 
he was lazing his way 
through some serious 
digestive work. The 
chickens didn’t seem to 
care, and they were safer 
with the door closed. An 
open door is an invite for 
a midnight AYCE buffet 
for any coyote, fox or 
weasel. I really couldn’t 
blame the snake. He was 
eating eggs, for goodness 
sake! Even I know the 

best thing to have for dinner is a bit of breakfast.
In my corporate life, I had a good boss I credit with 

making me a better writer. (Thank you, Bill!) I’m not 
sure where he grew up, but it certainly wasn’t rural, and 
he lives in the same ’burb now as he did then. He was 
always amused by my country-girl perspectives and all 
my backwoods tales. When he reported something was 
coming into his yard and eating dropped fruit, he was 
mystified, annoyed, and more than a little concerned. 
Another rural-rooted co-worker and I had too much fun 
with that. We didn’t tell him right away that his furry thief 
was only a groundhog, another giant rodent at another 
AYCE buffet. 

YVONNE BUTTS-MITCHELL YVONNE BUTTS-MITCHELL celebrates the joys and poignant moments of rural celebrates the joys and poignant moments of rural 
living under the pen name Mitchell Kyd. Her stories from the Path Valley Hotel living under the pen name Mitchell Kyd. Her stories from the Path Valley Hotel 
were hatched by encounters with contractors, critters and creepy crawlies were hatched by encounters with contractors, critters and creepy crawlies 
while rehabbing the family cabin after its 17-year stint as a giant closet.while rehabbing the family cabin after its 17-year stint as a giant closet.
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ISSUE MONTH	 AD DEADLINE
July 	 May 15
August	 June 16
September	 July 15

Please note ads must be received by the due 
date to be included in requested issue month; 
ads received after the due date will run in next 
issue. Written notice of changes/cancelations 
must be received 30 days prior to issue month. 
No ads accepted by phone/email. For more 
information, please call 717-233-5704.
CLASSIFIED AD SUBMISSION/RATES:

ELECTRIC CO-OP MEMBERS:
$20 per month for 30 words or less, 
plus 50¢ for each additional word.
NON-MEMBERS:
$70 per month for 30 words or less,  
plus $1.50 for each additional word.
SPECIAL HEADINGS:
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. 
The special heading fee applies to any heading 
not listed under “FREE HEADINGS,” even 
if the heading is already appearing in Penn 
Lines. For ads running a special heading in 
consecutive months, the fee is a one-time 
fee of either $5 (members) or $10 (non-
members) for all consecutive insertions.
PAYMENT:
Please make CHECK/MONEY ORDER payable 
to: PREA/Penn Lines. Insertion of classified ad 
serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SEND COMPLETED AD COPY 
AND PAYMENT TO:
Penn Lines Classifieds  
P.O. Box 1266 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266
PLEASE SUBMIT A CLEARLY WRITTEN OR 
TYPED SHEET WITH THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIRED INFORMATION:
	❏ �Cooperative members should  
please submit the mailing label from 
Penn Lines as proof of membership.
	❏ Non-members should submit 
name, address, phone number, and 
email address, if applicable.
	❏ Month(s) in which the ad is to run.
	❏ Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.
	❏ �Heading ad should appear under, or 
name of special heading (additional fee). 
See below for FREE heading options.

FREE HEADINGS:
	❏ Around the House
	❏ Business 
Opportunities
	❏ Employment 
Opportunities
	❏ Events
	❏ Gifts & Collectibles
	❏ Livestock & Pets
	❏ Miscellaneous

	❏ Motor Vehicles 
& Boats
	❏ Nursery & Garden
	❏ Real Estate
	❏ Recipes & Food
	❏ Tools & Equipment
	❏ Travel & Tourism
	❏ Wanted to Buy

CLASSIFIEDADVERTISING 

AA ROOFING

EXPERTS IN HARD-TO-FIND LEAKS! Roof repairs — 
all types. House, barn roofs painted. Slate work, 
chimney repairs. Southwestern PA for over 40 years. 
Speedy service! 814-445-4400.

AROUND THE HOUSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique grandfather 
clock, mantel clock or old pocket watch that needs 
restored, we can fix any timepiece. Macks Clock 
Repair: 814-421-7992.

SPECIAL OFFER — BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR $12. 
“Country Cooking” — $5, including postage. “Recipes 
Remembered” — $7, including postage. Both cook-
books are a collection of recipes from electric co-op 
members of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Payable to: 
Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, P.O. Box 1266, 
Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write Attention: Cookbooks.

BUILDING SUPPLIES

STEEL ROOFING AND SIDING. Over 30 years in 
business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- and 
26-gauge best quality residential roofing — 40-year 
warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, accessories, 
etc. Installation available. Located in northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

FACTORY SECONDS of insulation, 4 x 8 sheets, foil back. 
R-value 6.5 per inch. Great for pole buildings, garages, 
etc. Many thicknesses available. Also blue board insula-
tion sheets. 814-442-6032.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

LARGE PARTS INVENTORY from closed power equip-
ment shop. Saw bars, mower blades, sprockets, belts, 
small engine parts and much more. Call 814-328-
2798.

CONSULTING FORESTRY SERVICES

RAYSTOWN FORESTRY CONSULTING. Timber sales, 
appraisals, wildlife habitat management. Dedicated 
to sustainable harvests for present and future genera-
tions to enjoy. 45 years experience. 814-448-0040 or 
814-448-2405.

DUMPSTER RENTAL

ROLL-OFF DUMPSTER RENTAL SERVICE available in 
Adams, Cumberland, Franklin, and Fulton counties, 
Pa., and beyond. Contact us for pricing and scheduling. 
717-860-6274 or heckconstruction33853@gmail.com. 
Heck Construction, based in Orrstown, PA 17244.

ELECTRIC/GENERATORS

GARY & SONS, INC. OFFERS ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
to homes within a 45-mile radius of Falls Creek, Pa. 
We install Generac® generators and do generator 
maintenance using only American-made Amsoil® 
synthetic oil. We also install new panels, EV-charging 
stations, outlets and light fixtures, and do electrical 
repairs. We have flexible scheduling and experienced 
electricians. Mention this ad to receive $500 off a 
new generator installation. Call 814-204-2633 or go 
online to garysinc.com. PA192811.

GIFTS & COLLECTIBLES

SPECIAL OFFER — BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR $12. 
“Country Cooking” — $5, including postage. “Recipes 
Remembered” — $7, including postage. Both cook-
books are a collection of recipes from electric co-op 
members of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Payable 
to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, P.O. 
Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write Attention: 
Cookbooks.

HEALTH INSURANCE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your health 
insurance? We cater to rural America’s health 
insurance needs. For more information, call 800-628-
7804. Call us regarding Medicare supplements, too.

HEATING & COOLING

GARY & SONS, INC. — BE READY FOR THE HEAT this 
summer with a new or improved air conditioning 
system or install a heat pump. Be comfortable this 
summer and year-round. Estimates are FREE. We are 
a Lennox® Premier Dealer and Mitsubishi® Diamond 
Elite Contractor, and we service all brands. Located in 
Falls Creek, Pa. Visit us online at garysinc.com or call 
814-204-2633. Payment plans offered. PA192811.

MEATS

ANGUS FREEZER BEEF. $3.50/LB. HANGING WEIGHT, 
plus processing. No antibiotics or hormones, grass-fed, 
grain-finished, excellent marbling. By the quarter, half 
or whole — discount for halves and multiple quarters. 
Allison Farmz, Alexandria, Pa. 814-669-4014.

FREEZER PORK — NO HORMONES, NO ANTIBIOTICS. All 
hogs are born and finished on our farm. $3/lb. hanging 
weight, plus butchering. Drenkhahn Family Farms LLC. 
Rural Valley, Pa. 724-354-3677. drenkhahnfamilyfarms@
gmail.com.

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE: BUCKETS, FORKS, THUMBS, grapple buck-
ets and pallet forks for skid loaders, backhoes, and 
excavators. Tires for backhoes, rubber tire loaders and 
excavators also. Call 814-329-0118.

CEMETERY PLOTS — $300 each. Located at Pleasant Hill 
Bible Church in Imlertown. Call 814-623-2029 to make 
arrangements to choose your plots. Linda Buterbaugh, 
secretary/treasurer, PHBC Cemetery Association.

FOR SALE: SEA CONTAINERS for storage, 20’ and 40’, 
used or new. One-trip use, also with side doors. Delivery 
available! Bedford County. Cove Container Sales, 717-
475-1190.

MOTOR VEHICLES & BOATS

FOR SALE: 1978 FORD RANCHERO 500. 302 engine, 
automatic, power steering and power brakes. Red 
license, no rust. Garaged. Mileage: 43,884. Includes 
cap. Price: $18,000. 814-443-3280.

NURSERY & GARDEN

TREES AND SHRUBS for all your landscaping needs. 
Rare, unusual, amazing. Bloomfield Nursery,  
167 Sproul Mountain Road, Roaring Spring, PA 
16673. 814-224-4508.

24 P E N N L I N E S   •   M A Y  2 0 2 6



PLUMBING/WATER SYSTEMS

WATER ISSUES? IT’S TREATABLE! GARY & SONS, 
INC. can install a HALO® Water System to solve 
chlorine or hard water problems. All natural and 
environmentally safe, HALO systems do not require 
mountains of salt and allow healthy minerals to 
remain in place. Installed by our experienced 
plumbers, call 814-204-2633 for details or go online 
to garysinc.com. We now offer residential plumbing 
services within a 45-mile radius of Falls Creek, Pa. 
PA192811.

REAL ESTATE

VIRGINIA’S EASTERN SHORE. Fishermen and 
beach lover’s paradise. Access Chesapeake Bay or 
Atlantic Ocean within minutes. Waterside Village 
3/4-acre homesites Near Marina from $21,900 with 
fenced and locked RV/camper storage available. 
Beach access nearby. Waterfront Sites available on 
bayside and seaside starting at $115,000. Many 
free boat ramps within minutes. Low, low taxes. 
Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL? Timberland Realty specializes 
in land, sporting properties, camps, cabins, farms, 
waterfront, exquisite second homes and timberland 
since 1987. Call our office at 716-962-9935 or agents 
by region — Western Pa.: Ron Westover, 724-422-5525. 
Central Pa.: John Rudy, 717-319-0082. Northern Pa.: 
Dave Anderson, 585-808-5696. Brian Bullard, Managing 
Broker, 716-499-5608. www.timberlandrealty.net.

SOMERSET COUNTY, 83 ACRES, marketable timber, 
stream, new price: $345,000. Cambria County,  
18.2 acres, fields, view, gas well, $99,000. Near Cook 
Forest (Sold) — 2 acres. www.timberlandrealty.net. Ron 
Westover: 724-422-5525, 716-962-9935.

ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FOREST HUNTING CAMP FOR 
SALE. Near Hearts Content on leased lot. $30,000. 
Also, 25-ft. Dutchman travel trailer. Near Ridgway, Pa. 
$4,000. Call 814-807-4489, no texts.

RECIPES & FOOD

SPECIAL OFFER — BOTH COOKBOOKS FOR $12. 
“Country Cooking” — $5, including postage. “Recipes 
Remembered” — $7, including postage. Both cook-
books are a collection of recipes from electric co-op 
members of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Payable 
to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, P.O. 
Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write Attention: 
Cookbooks. 

TIMESHARE CANCELLATION

STOP BEING A TIMESHARE VICTIM! TimeShareBeGone 
will get your timeshare legally cancelled. 100% 
money-back guarantee. A+ BBB rating, 17 years in 
business. Low payment plans. Call 800-214-4460, 
timesharebegone.com.

TRACTOR PARTS – REPAIR/RESTORATION

ARTHURS TRACTORS. Specializing in vintage Ford 
tractors, 30 years’ experience, online parts catalog/
prices, Indiana, PA 15701. Contact us at 877-254-
FORD (3673) or www.arthurstractors.com.

TRAVEL & TOURISM

NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA, oceanfront condo 
rental. Two-bedroom, two-bath, deck overlooking 
beach and pool. $995/week or $3,600/month. No 
pets. Not available Jan. - Mar. Call 814-635-4332 or 
814-979-8058.

BEACH VACATION! HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC! CONDO: 
Two bedrooms, two baths. Economical getaway! 
Complex amenities: private beach access, pools, hot 
tub, clubhouse, tennis, pickleball. Enjoy a beach and 
island home! Call 814-431-5540.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC American and foreign cars, 
motorcycles, trucks, Broncos, Blazers and Scouts. 
Any condition. Will buy entire car collections. 
krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-8206.

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC motorcycles wanted. All makes 
and sizes. BSA, Norton, Triumph, Honda, Yamaha, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki, etc. krmiller1965@yahoo.com.  
717-577-8206. 

COLLECTORS BUYING PRE-WAR AND POST-WAR 
Lionel® trains, accessories, Plasticville® buildings, 
Transformers®, etc. Buying pieces to entire collections. 
Call Mick, 814-656-1634, or John, 814-937-9052.

WORLD WAR II MEMORABILIA wanted by a private 
collector and veteran. Medals, helmets, hats, uniforms, 
knives, swords. American, German, and Japanese. Call 
814-341-0354, leave a message. 

LOOKING TO BUY ADVERTISING ITEMS such as signs, 
clocks, thermometers, globes and gas pumps. Gas and 
oil, soda, beer, etc. Please call or text 814-952-5449.

VINTAGE WOMEN’S AND MEN’S CLOTHING from the 
1800s to 1950s. Any condition. Quantity preferred. 
Call with details or text photos to 814-386-5763.

JEEP 1940s WILLYS or Ford Army-type jeep. Rusty, 
broken down in field — any condition considered.  
215-904-2319. Email: ironrider111@yahoo.com. 

GAS RIGHTS WANTED: No-obligation price quote. One of 
Pennsylvania’s largest and most trusted OGM/mineral 
rights buyer! www.appalachiancleanenergy.com.  
570-948-9280.

Selling Land Is Our Pride And Priority!

Rural Properties
Recreational
Farms, Camps, Vacant
Timberland, Investment

Visit timberlandrealty.net, LandLeader.com 
Member - MyState MLS

Timberland Realty is an owner of the 
largest land marketing network in the U.S.

Call: (716) 962-9935
Email: info@timberlandrealty.net

2018-2024

Have something  
to sell? 

Place a Penn Lines  
classified ad today!

Reach more than 168,000 rural  
Pennsylvania households! Advertise  

in Penn Lines.  
For more information, please  

visit our website at  
www.prea.com/ 

penn-lines-magazine  
or call 717.233.5704



Never Judge a Book by Its Cover
J O H N K A S U N

P E R I O D I CA L LY O N  S U N DAY, M Y W I F E  P E R I O D I CA L LY O N  S U N DAY, M Y W I F E  and I attend one of 
the numerous dinners offered by the various volunteer 
fire companies in our area. While each organization does 
things slightly differently, the dinners revolve around 
turkey, ham or a combination of the two. Occasionally, a 
Swiss steak dinner or chicken barbecue gets tossed in for 
a change of pace. Regardless of the entrée, there’s always a 
great dessert selection.

We started to attend these dinners so my wife didn’t 
have to make a large Sunday meal for just the two of us, 
and I didn’t have to clean up a mountain of pots afterward. 
In return, we got a great meal 
and helped to support worthy 
organizations.

Over time, we began to 
recognize other couples 
who frequented the “dinner 
circuit,” and soon we were 
meeting new people as well 
as old friends. These meetings 
always resulted in interesting 
conversations, but a few 
weeks ago, we met our most 
interesting companion to date 
— Dorla Shaw.

Dorla approached our table 
looking like a picture-perfect 
grandmother who you might 
expect to see on a Pillsbury 
angel food cake box. This 
attractive, petite lady was neatly dressed in immaculate 
casual jeans and a white lacy top. Her silver jewelry 
accented her curly, close-cropped grey hair, and her 
friendly smile was sparkling and inviting. We welcomed 
her to our table, and shortly thereafter, Dorla and my wife 
were deeply involved in conversation. I continued talking 
to a friend seated to my right when suddenly I thought I 
heard the word “motorcycle.”

Now, with my failing hearing, I think I hear a lot of things, 
but this one stopped me cold. Turning in Dorla’s direction I 
asked, “Did I hear you say you ride a motorcycle?”

“Yep, sure do,” she replied. “As a matter of fact, I just got a 
new bike this spring.”

I slowly pulled my jaw out of the mashed potatoes, trying 
to look casual as Dorla explained she bought her first 

motorcycle in 1996 and had more than 162,000 miles on 
it. Recently, she got her hands on a new Honda Goldwing 
1800 Trike, a favorite of older riders who have difficulty 
handling the weight of a two-wheeled motorcycle.

“I had to get a Trike,” Dorla said, almost apologetically. 
“My legs are too short to reach the ground when I stop on 
a regular motorcycle.”

“Dorla, forgive me, but how old are you?” I asked, 
not sure if I would get hit with a spoonful of noodles or 
possibly a bike chain.

With a smile wide enough to swallow a banana sideways, 
she replied, “I will be 88 years 
old on my next birthday.”

“I didn’t take you for a ‘biker 
chick’ when you sat down,” I 
said with a laugh. “You have 
to tell me: Do you have any 
tattoos?”

“Of course,” she said, laughing 
as she rolled up her short 
sleeves to expose small, delicate 
flowers on each shoulder. “I 
would get some more, but I 
am on blood thinners, and the 
doctor will not give his OK.”

Over the next 30 minutes, 
we learned a lot about Dorla 
and life through her eyes. Her 
smile was not just skin deep; it 
went all the way to her soul. A 

widow, she has an active social life. She cooks, bakes, cuts 
her own grass, plows her own snow and has a collection 
of unusual colored coffee pots. She has often driven more 
than 300 miles one way for a special pot for her collection. 
There is very little Dorla does not do, including cutting 
down trees with a bow saw because she says chainsaws are 
just too heavy.

Dorla apparently never heard the saying, “Act your age.” 
She has been too busy living her life to the fullest and to 
the best of her ability every day. She offers a great lesson 
and an inspiration for us all. 

JOHN KASUN, JOHN KASUN, a life long Pennsylvanian with more than 30 years of writing a life long Pennsylvanian with more than 30 years of writing 
experience, looks for the humor in everyday life and then tells a story from experience, looks for the humor in everyday life and then tells a story from 
that perspective. He is a member of Huntingdon-based Valley Rural Electric that perspective. He is a member of Huntingdon-based Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative.Cooperative.

PUNCHLINES  LAUGHING AT LIFE
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How to enter
TO SUBMIT TO SUBMIT ENTRIES,ENTRIES, email your photos  email your photos (no more (no more than five digital than five digital 
images per person, per year) to photos@prea.com or send prints images per person, per year) to photos@prea.com or send prints 
to to Penn LinesPenn Lines Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA, 17108-1266.  Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA, 17108-1266. 
With your entries, be sure to include your name, address, daytime With your entries, be sure to include your name, address, daytime 
phone number and the name of the rural electric cooperative that phone number and the name of the rural electric cooperative that 
serves your residence, business or seasonal home. serves your residence, business or seasonal home. 

Remember, our Remember, our publication deadlines require that we work publication deadlines require that we work 
ahead, so send your seasonal photos to us early. We need ahead, so send your seasonal photos to us early. We need 
summer photos before mid-May, fall photos before mid-July and summer photos before mid-May, fall photos before mid-July and 
winter photos before mid-September. winter photos before mid-September. Please note:Please note:  Starting this Starting this 
year, we will not be returning any physical photos mailed to our year, we will not be returning any physical photos mailed to our 
office. Therefore, if you mail a photo, please make sure it’s a print, office. Therefore, if you mail a photo, please make sure it’s a print, 
not an original.not an original.

With a Little Help  
from My Friends
A S  T H E  W E AT H E R  WA R M S  U P, A S  T H E  W E AT H E R  WA R M S  U P, it’s worth remembering 
how important it can be to share these outdoor 
moments with those closest to you. Be it a furry 
friend or a crew of goats, it’s always more fun to have 
company while navigating your day. 

Have any friend photos you’d care to share? Submit 
them to our Rural Reflections contest. The best photos 
in each of five categories (animal, artistic, human, 
landscape and editor’s choice) will run in the January 
2027 issue and receive a $75 cash prize. Runners-up 
will run in the February 2027 issue and receive $25. See 
the entry information below 

ANGELENE KOPIAK • CLAVERACK REC

ED AND CHRISTINE MCMALLEN • REA ENERGY 

ANGELA ROHER • VALLEY REC

PATTY RENWICK • NORTHWESTERN REC
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ADDRESS CHANGES:
For change of address, please contact your local electric 
cooperative. For cooperative contact information, 
please visit www.prea.com/member-cooperatives

Lowest price 
in Satellite TV.

45 years connecting communities like yours.
Starting at

$89.99
per month

Important Terms and Conditions: Requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit 
qualification. Offer ends 9/9/26. 2-year commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-Year Price Guarantee at 
$89.99 advertised price: America’s Top 120 programming package, local channels, HD service fees, and Hopper Duo Smart DVR for 1 TV. All packages, programming, 
features, and functionality and all prices and fees not included in price guarantee are subject to change without notice. Free standard professional installation only. Other 
restrictions apply. ©2026 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. Speeds are not guaranteed and based on U.S. P99 nationwide metric. Availability and price may vary 
based on location. This offer is valid for Residential service plans and new customers only. Service cancellation or failure to return kit subject to change fee. Terms apply. 
Review the FAQs on starlink.com to learn more.

All-Time Favorites

America’s Top 120

$89.99/mo.
190 Channels

Sports & Entertainment

America’s Top 200

$109.99/mo.
240+ Channels

Sports, Entertainment 
& Movies

America’s Top 250

$119.99/mo.
290+ Channels

Skip commercials on select  
primetime shows.

Ask us about Starlink internet
Now offering high-speed internet starting at $50/mo.
Price may vary in select areas.

Visit us online at DISH.com/penn4
Call us today at 888-551-7897 or visit your DISH local retailer!


