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Celebrating 60 Years 
A Heartfelt Thank You in Honor of Thanksgiving

T H A N K S G I V I N G  H A S  A LWAY S  B E E N  O N E  T H A N K S G I V I N G  H A S  A LWAY S  B E E N  O N E  of my favorite holidays. There’s 
something comforting about gathering with the people you love, sharing a good 
meal and spending an afternoon enjoying each other’s company.

This year, my sister will be hosting our family. As usual, everyone will arrive 
with a favorite dish to share — all kinds of pies, potato filling (my grandmother’s 
recipe) and good, old broccoli casserole. There will be grandparents and kids of 
all ages, lots of conversation, probably a little chaos and more food than any of us 
can possibly eat. 

There will be empty chairs, too, where two very special women once sat. We 
lost them in 2026. For me, their absence will be a reminder of how much the people in our lives 
mean to us and how fortunate we are for the time we have together.

That kind of gratitude isn’t just limited to family. I’ve felt it all year as we’ve marked the  
60th anniversary of Penn Lines, a milestone that’s really about people — in particular, our  
readers who have welcomed this magazine into their homes for six decades.

Each month, we share stories about your rural communities and the people who make them 
special. While a lot has changed since that first issue in October 1966, the loyalty of our readers 
has remained constant.

One of my favorite parts of our anniversary coverage has been introducing readers to some of 
the remarkable people who have been with us for decades. Among them is 87-year-old Ila Jane 
Diehl, a member of New Enterprise Rural Electric Cooperative, who has read Penn Lines since 
the beginning.

She has never missed an issue.
I love that.
Think about how much life has unfolded over those 60 years. Children have grown up, families 

have welcomed new generations, and communities have evolved. Through it all, Penn Lines has 
remained a familiar presence in her mailbox and in so many others.

It wasn’t by accident.
We spend a great deal of time thinking about what goes into each issue: the stories we tell … 

the photographs that capture a moment … the people and places that deserve recognition. It’s 
gratifying to know that our work matters to those who receive it. And when readers take the time 
to write, call or share their own stories, it means even more.

Your support is something we never want to take for granted.
This Thanksgiving, like many of you, I’ll be thinking about the people who have shaped my life, 

including those who are no longer here, and how fortunate I am to have a family who still gathers 
for the holidays.

And as we prepare to close out our anniversary year, I’ll also be thinking about the readers who 
have been part of the Penn Lines family, some for as long as the magazine has existed.

From all of us on the magazine’s staff, thank you for your loyalty and kind words. But most of 
all, thank you for making room for us in your lives — and on your kitchen table.

Happy Thanksgiving. 

JILL ERCOLINO
EDITOR
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EDITOR’SDESK 
THE GALES  
OF NOVEMBER
As a third-grader, I earned some undeserved 
notoriety thanks to a popular song that hit 
the airwaves that year: Gordon Lightfoot’s 
“The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald.” For 
the next 50 years, people would ask whether 
I was related to that Fitzgerald. I wasn’t. And 
trust me, my Uncle Edmond had it worse.

On Nov. 10, 1975, the SS Edmund Fitzgerald 
disappeared in a fierce storm on Lake 
Superior. All 29 crew members were lost. 
The 729-foot freighter had left Superior, Wis., 
carrying more than 26,000 tons of iron ore 
bound for steel mills near Detroit.

Most of us, however, know the Fitzgerald 
through Lightfoot’s song — a ballad that turned 
a maritime disaster into a story generations 
would remember. The record played endlessly 
in our home, and its lyrics haunted me as I tried 
to understand what had happened to the ship 
and its crew: “They might have split up or they 
might have capsized / They may have broke 
deep and took water.”

Fifty years after the 
tragedy, writer John U. 
Bacon borrowed a line 
from the song for the 
title of his excellent book, 
The Gales of November: 
The Untold Story of the 
Edmund Fitzgerald. Bacon 
places the ship within the 
broader story of Great 
Lakes shipping in postwar 
America. He details how 
the Fitzgerald was part of a vast network of 
mines, railroads, ports, ships and steel mills 
that helped power the nation’s industrial 
growth.

But Bacon also accomplishes what Lightfoot 
did so well in his ballad: He humanizes the 
story. Drawing on more than 100 interviews 
with relatives, friends and former crewmates, 
he examines not only the sinking of the ship, 
but he also delves into the lives of the people 
aboard and their families. 

In doing so, Bacon reminds us that 
infrastructure is more than steel, machinery or 
miles traveled. Its true measure is found in the 
people who build it, operate it and depend 
upon it. It’s an idea that resonates deeply with 
the story of electric cooperatives — an industry 
built by people willing to go the extra mile, 
and who understand what storms can do. It’s 
something I try to keep in mind, especially 
when the gales of November come early.

PETER A. FITZGERALD 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

CLEANING UP
Game Commission to destroy 
most WWII bunkers in Lycoming, Union counties

Some of Pennsylvania’s World War II bunkers will soon be no more.
The Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) announced recently that it 

plans to destroy most of the historic bunkers in Lycoming and Union counties 
that were built to store TNT manufactured at a nearby highly classified facility.

While there were once 149 bunkers, the PGC’s long-range plan is to preserve 
only 16, which will be open to the public during its annual game land tours in 
September and October. The rest will be destroyed and the land restored to 
wildlife habitat.

The PGC, which owns the land west of Route 15 in southern Lycoming 
County and northern Union County, says the oval-shaped bunkers have 
attracted partiers and vandals, leading to a significant amount of trash and 
graffiti at the sites. 

A few years ago, it was revealed that in 1943 and 1944, four of the bunkers 
were secretly used to store 50 tons of uranium metal turnings from the 
Manhattan Project, which developed the atomic bomb.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
Piping plover marks milestone in Erie County 

For a bird barely bigger than a sparrow, the piping plover has staged an 
impressive Pennsylvania comeback. After disappearing from the state for 
more than 60 years, the endangered shorebird has now nested at Erie County’s 
Presque Isle State Park for 10 consecutive years.

The comeback was hardly a “shore” thing. Presque Isle provides Pennsylvania’s 
only breeding habitat for the Great Lakes piping plover, whose sand-colored eggs 

KEEPINGCURRENT
 

NEWS•IDEAS•EVENTS

BYE, BYE BUNKERS:BYE, BYE BUNKERS: The Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) plans to eliminate more than 
100 World War II bunkers in Lycoming and Union counties. The PGC says it will preserve 16, 
which will be open to the public at certain times during the year. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
On the evening of Nov. 14,  
a luminary will be placed on  
each grave of the 3,512 Civil  
War soldiers buried at Gettysburg 
National Cemetery, 97 Taneytown 
Road. The free, public ceremony 
will commemorate the  
cemetery’s November 1863 
dedication. For more, visit 
gettysburgfoundation.org.

CREATE A TREE
The Evergreen Studio in 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming  
County, will host a ceramic 
Christmas tree workshop at  
5 p.m. Nov. 21. The cost is $85 
per person, and all attendees 
will receive supplies to create 
their own designs. Registration 
is required. For more, visit 
facebook.com/theevergreen-
studiotunkhannock.

DECK THE HALLS
Live reindeer, holiday shopping 
and a teddy bear clinic will all  
be part of the annual Festival of 
Trees at 1 Sassafras Pier in Erie 
Nov. 27 to 29. The free event  
will also feature more than  
80 professionally decorated trees 
in the Gallery of Trees. Learn more 
at supportahn.org

CHRISTMAS  
IN THE WILDS
Eat breakfast with Santa in 
Emporium, Cameron County, 
as Christmas in the Wilds 
kicks off in Town Square. The 
free event, Dec. 4 and 5, will 
feature a parade, tree lighting 
and even a story with an elf. 
For more, visit facebook.com/
CameronCountyChamber.

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

FACEBOOK.COM

A decade ago, Penn Lines 
showcased the Homegrown 
by Heroes-PA Preferred 
Program, which encompassed 
13 veteran-owned farms 
throughout the Commonwealth. 
The initiative took shape after 
veterans approached the state 
Department of Agriculture to 
create an initiative that would 
recognize service members 
involved in farming. The article 
highlighted Terrace Mountain 
Alpacas in Huntingdon County, 
still owned by Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative member Bob Baker, 
a Vietnam veteran. “We got into 
[raising alpacas] because we 
knew, going into retirement, it 
would give us something to do 
and keep us active,” he said in the 
2016 article. 

TIMELINES

NOVEM
BER 2016

can nearly vanish against the beach. 
As recreation increased and nesting 
areas became harder to protect, the 
birds abandoned the park in the  
mid-1950s.

A federal recovery plan released 
in 2003 helped set the stage for 
their return. Three plovers were 
spotted at Presque Isle in 2005, and a 
partnership led by the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission later brought 
together federal and state agencies 
and conservation organizations to 
restore habitat, monitor nests, and 
safeguard chicks.

The population remains small and 
fragile, but the decade-long nesting 
streak offers an encouraging sign, 
officials say.

WELCOME TO THE 
COMMONWEALTH
Chobani to open operation 
in Lehigh Valley as part of 
largest Pa. ag investment ever

The largest single private investment 
in Pennsylvania agriculture is coming 
to the Lehigh Valley.

State officials announced in 
September that Greek yogurt-maker 
Chobani will establish its first dairy 

product manufacturing operation 
in Upper Macungie Township. 
The business is expected to create 
approximately 900 jobs over the next 
five years. 

When operating at full capacity, the 
facility will source more than 3 billion 
pounds of milk a year, equivalent to 
about 30% of the milk produced in 
Pennsylvania today. Production at 
the 1.5 million-square-foot facility is 
expected to begin next year.

Officials said the Commonwealth 
will provide $50 million in loans and 
grants to support infrastructure and 
site improvements at the plant as 
well as broader regional economic 
development 
projects. The 
Commonwealth 
will also make 
$127 million 
in loans and 
grants available 
to eligible 
Pennsylvania 
dairy farmers to 
meet the new 
demand for milk 
products. 

WWW.SUPPORTAHN.ORG
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D ebbie* thought she was having a heart attack.
It was the end of August, and as a retired 

medical professional, she knows a thing or two 
about health crises. Debbie lives in rural Crawford County 
in a retirement village staffed with a competent crew of 
nurses ready to provide care. 

Still, confronted with this emergency, her daughter, 
Cindy*, couldn’t calm the “What ifs?”

What if her mother’s condition worsened and snowballed 
into something that required more immediate and specific 
care? Would she be in a position to receive that attention 
before it was too late?

Cindy isn’t alone. As hospitals close and specialists 
and other healthcare professionals become scarce across 
Pennsylvania’s rural regions, thousands of residents — 
many of them aging — share the same concerns. Often, 

MILES TO MILES TO 
MEDICINEMEDICINE

they face long drives for routine and urgent care, and 
when they arrive, the facilities are overcrowded and the 
wait is long.

“I’m always concerned with where we live and what’s 
immediately available,” Cindy says the afternoon after her 
mother’s visit to the emergency room in nearby Meadville. 
“She’s stable now and even though she was nervous she 
was having a heart attack, that was not the case. 

“Seeking treatment at a small, independent hospital … 
they just don’t have the resources available that a larger 
health system, like Allegheny Health Network, Cleveland 
Clinic or University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, does. 
They do the best they can with the resources they have, but 
I think the entire healthcare system right now is over-
whelmed.

“It’s been a wild 48 hours.”
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COLIN P. Mc G U IRE   
Senior  Edi tor/ Wr i ter

Rural Communities Face
Alarming Healthcare Gap

Will it get better?
This wasn’t the first time the mother-daughter duo 

experienced the pitfalls of requiring urgent care in their 
area, a region served by Northwestern Rural Electric 
Cooperative (REC). A few years ago, Cindy took Debbie to 
the hospital when she had problems after surgery. They 
checked in around 7 that night, and Debbie wasn’t treated 
until after 2 the next morning.

Cindy understands the reasons for the backlog: A friend 
who works in the emergency room told her that since the 
COVID-19 pandemic brought the country to its knees six 
years ago, healthcare providers feel like they have been 
working nonstop. With people leaving the industry with 
regularity and an aging population throughout Crawford, 
Erie and Warren counties, she knows there’s a mountain of 
factors contributing to the scarcity of services.

And yet, she continues to wonder when, how or if it will 
ever get better.

“Mine isn’t just one personal experience,” Cindy 
explains. “You can talk to anyone, and they’ll tell you 
they’ve had challenging circumstances, too. This is a topic 
of conversation in a lot of places. I’ve talked to people who 
live in these smaller population pockets and they all kind 
of tell the same story.

“There’s a primary feeling,” she adds, “and that feeling is 
frustration.”

The Center for Rural Pennsylvania, an advocate for 
Pennsylvania’s nearly 3.4 million rural residents, has 
studied rural healthcare issues extensively. In one recent 

*Editor’s note: Debbie’s and Cindy’s names have been 
changed to protect their identities. 
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M I L E S  T O  M E D I C I N EM I L E S  T O  M E D I C I N E

report, done in partnership with Penn State University, 
researchers confirmed what patients like Cindy, her 
mother and others have been experiencing: that rural 
hospitals continue to face significant workforce, service 
and access challenges.

“This research provides the General Assembly with 
important Pennsylvania-specific evidence about 
the challenges these hospitals face,” Sen. Gene Yaw 
(R-Lycoming), chairman of the center’s board, says. “As we 
consider the future of rural healthcare, maintaining access 
to essential services for rural residents must remain at the 
center of the conversation.”

That need is becoming more urgent as hospitals 
continue to close across Pennsylvania.

The Pennsylvania Municipal League reports that more 
than two dozen hospitals have shut down since 2016, a 
trend that’s expected to accelerate. In another study, the 
Hospital and Healthsystem Association of Pennsylvania 
(HAP) warns that a dozen or more facilities could close in 
the coming years without state intervention. 

Lawmakers are taking action. Recently, state Sen. 
Lisa Baker (R-Luzerne), who represents constituents in 
cooperative territories, introduced legislation that would 
let eligible facilities convert to Rural Emergency Hospital 
status. The designation would preserve emergency and 
outpatient care while providing financially vulnerable 
hospitals with an alternative to closing.

While the legislation is a step in the right direction, rural 
hospitals will need more solutions like it to overcome the 
challenges they face.

Paying the price
Penn Highlands Healthcare, which has facilities in 

Clearfield, Huntingdon and Jefferson counties — all served 
by rural electric cooperatives — reported recently that 
more than a third of the Commonwealth’s hospitals are 
operating on impossibly thin financial margins, the result 
of recent cuts in Medicare and Medicaid reimbursements. 
Traditionally, providers have used this funding to offset their 
overhead for such things as staff, equipment and facilities. 

But, according to HAP, Medicare and Medicaid have 
been underfunding Pennsylvania hospitals by $3.6 billion 
annually, and Medicaid reimbursement rates in the 
Commonwealth are 11 percentage points lower than the 
national average. As a result, most hospitals are being paid 
below the cost of the care they deliver. 

In 2025, federal Medicaid changes also reduced 
eligibility for people across the country. In Pennsylvania, 
the Department of Human Services (DHS) estimates that 
more than 310,000 Pennsylvanians will lose access to these 
benefits, Press Secretary Brandon Cwalina says.

“Because hospitals are legally required to provide care 
regardless of a patient’s ability to pay,” he says, “stripping 
Medicaid coverage from Pennsylvanians will cause rates 
of uncompensated care to skyrocket, threaten the closure 
of at least 25 rural hospitals that rely heavily on Medicaid 
revenue, and further strain Pennsylvania’s already over-
whelmed health system.”

To combat the problem, the state has secured $193 million 
in federal funding to support its Rural Health Transformation 
Plan. The five-year effort is focused on improving access to 
essential health services in communities most impacted by 
federal Medicaid spending cuts.

Oh, baby
Meanwhile, some rural hospitals, like Warren General 

in Warren County, are being forced to eliminate services. 
In January, citing a sudden change in physician availability 
and difficulty in recruiting doctors, the hospital shut down 
its labor and delivery services. 

Now, expectant mothers in the county, which is served 
primarily by Warren Electric Cooperative, have two 
choices when delivering: travel to UPMC Hamot in Erie, 
which is about 70 miles from Warren General, or head out 
of state to UPMC Chautauqua in New York, which is about 
20 miles away. 

Warren County is part of what the Center for Rural 
Pennsylvania has dubbed a “maternity care desert,” which 
encompasses seven other bordering counties — Cameron, 
Clarion, Clinton, Elk, Forest, McKean, and Potter — and 
is home to an estimated 35,000 women of childbearing 
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age. The issue, however, goes much deeper. According to 
the center, 23 of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties do not have a 
hospital that provides labor and delivery services. 

“It’s a major issue in rural Pennsylvania,” Cwalina says. 
“In counties like Elk, Potter and Warren, OBGYN shortages 
have left nearly half of rural women more than 30 minutes 
from the nearest birthing hospital. 

“All Pennsylvanians deserve access to quality healthcare 
— no matter where they live.”

If you ask Patti Jackson-Gehris how to fix Pennsylvania’s 
rural healthcare problems, she’ll give you four ideas almost 
immediately. 

She would know. As the regional president for UPMC 
North Central Pa., she oversees facilities in Muncy, 
Williamsport and Wellsboro, regions served by Sullivan 
County REC and Tri-County REC. Having more than  
30 years of experience of healthcare leadership under her 
belt, she boiled the most pressing points down to food 
insecurity, workforce, funding and technology. 

“Food is health and wellness,” she says. “If people don’t 
have access to a stable, healthy amount of food, it causes 

so many issues and diseases. We also continue to need 
exceptional nurses, but it’s really hard to attract that type of 
talent to these types of communities. 

“Then there’s legislation out there that causes significant 
concerns with reimbursements and costs,” she continues. 
“One in five people with Medicaid will lose that coverage 
in Pennsylvania. Uncompensated care in hospitals is 
rising, and if we have fewer Medicaid people to take 
care of, state funding is at risk. Plus, we want to leverage 
technology and look at innovative ways it can reduce the 
cost of delivering care to people in rural areas.”

While Jackson-Gehris is optimistic about the healthcare 
system’s ability to take care of rural communities, she was 
adamant about the need for facilities to be proactive and 
embrace change. 

“Staying the same is not an option,” she says. “We’re 
going to have to look different three, five, 10 years from 
now. We must find ways to change and redesign the way 
we deliver care. Healthcare and hospitals are critical to 
our state and communities, and we understand the great 
responsibility of that. We will do the hard work to make 

EXPANDING CARE:EXPANDING CARE: Maggie Jarmolowicz, left, and Alivia Haibach are part of the leadership team at the Multi-Cultural Health Evaluation 
Delivery System (MHEDS) in Erie County. The organization, which provides healthcare for people regardless of their ability to pay, is on track to 
receive a grant that will allow them to operate a mobile unit in Crawford, Erie and Warren counties. With rural Pennsylvania facing a widening 
healthcare gap, the idea is to bring services to the people, not the other way around.
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M I L E S  T O  M E D I C I N EM I L E S  T O  M E D I C I N E

sure we can provide the care that’s needed, but it will have 
to look different.”

In Erie County, a healthcare organization founded in 
1972 is taking on that challenge.

Mobilizing healthcare
Maggie Jarmolowicz gets a lot of questions, but one tops 

them all: “Do I have to go into the city for that?” 
As chief medical officer of the Multi-Cultural Health 

Evaluation Delivery System (MHEDS), Jarmolowicz is 
witnessing Pennsylvania’s healthcare challenges firsthand 
along with their impact on rural residents. Operating three 
locations in Erie, MHEDS provides programs, including 
primary care, preventive, and behavioral health services, 
to patients regardless of their ability to pay.

“Erie is a very unique community,” she says. “It goes 
from country to city to country again. For people who have 
to go into the city for healthcare, it completely re-routes 
their day-to-day activities. If a harvest doesn’t match up 
with a medical appointment, people will say, ‘This won’t 
work for us,’ and go without getting the care they need.”

To combat the problem, the center applied for — and 
is on track to be awarded — a grant for a mobile medical 
unit that will serve Crawford, Erie and Warren counties. 
The idea is to bring healthcare to the people, not the other 
way around. Staff will help rural residents manage chronic 
diseases with regular screenings, early intervention and 
health coaching. 

If everything goes according to plan, the mobile unit will 
be up and running by next summer and open to anyone  
in those counties who needs its services. 

“Rural residents face a higher risk of heart disease, 
cancer and strokes than those living in urban areas,” 
says Jarmolowicz, a member of Northwestern REC. “And 
they have to travel twice the distance to take care of any 
medical needs they might have. So this is not only an 
emergency issue for people, but it also deals with longevity 
and quality of life.”

The project came together after MHEDS learned one 
of its nurse practitioners would be willing to staff the unit, 
CEO Alivia Haibach says. And, now, what she once labeled 
a “field-of-dreams” project is on track to become a reality 
in 2027. 

“I want to get to people who can’t get to us,” Haibach 
says. “Transportation issues in Erie County cause a 
problem with chronic disease rates — you can map it. 
The further you are from a doctor, the worse your health 
problems are. In rural Warren County and rural Crawford 
County, there are places where you can’t even get stable 
internet for telehealth visits.

“Maggie and I know,” she adds. “Her dad was a dairy 
farmer, and my dad was a grape farmer. He wasn’t taking 
a day off from grape farming unless his leg was falling off. 
But if we can bring the doctor to [people like] him, we 
know we can get [their] medical  
issues taken care of.” 

“We’re going to have to look different 
three, five, 10 years from now. We must 
find ways to change and redesign the way 
we deliver care.”

– Patti Jackson-Gehris

Patti Jackson-Gehris
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THE MODERN SOLUTION

A Stiltz Homelift is a safe, 
attractive, & affordable 
alternative to stairlifts. 
It requires no special 
machine room, and no 
supporting walls.

ECONOMICAL & FLEXIBLE

A Stiltz Homelift can 
� t just about anywhere 
in your house. It has a 
compact footprint, similar 
in size to a small armchair. 
A Stiltz Homelift plugs into 
a standard home electrical 
outlet, using less power 
than a coffee maker.

YOUR FOREVER HOME

Avoid the expense and 
distress of relocating, or 
the disruption of adapting 

your home for downstairs 
living. A Stiltz Homelift 
helps you live safely and 
independently in the 
home you love.

IT’S NEVER TOO SOON

Some Stiltz customers 
need a Homelift 
immediately. But others 
want to “future-proof” 
their homes for when the 
stairs become a challenge.

HOMELIFT SPECIALISTS

Stiltz is a world leading 
Homelift manufacturer, so 
you’ll be in good hands. 
Your elevator will be 
installed and maintained 
by Stiltz trained 
professionals who truly 
care about your freedom.

•  Small Footprint
•  Full Safety Features
•  Clean, Quiet Operation
•  Low Power Consumption
•  Freestanding Design
•  Other Colors Available
•  Wheelchair Accessible
•  Carry Laundry or Pets
•  Fast Installation
•  Full Warranty

For a FREE BROCHURE or no-obligation home visit

Call 1-866-220-8714 
or visit StiltzLifts.com

Why have a 
stairlift when 
you can have 
a Homelift?

Stay in the home and 
neighborhood you love 
with a Stiltz Home Elevator

Why choose Stiltz?

ADVERTISEMENT

“I can’t imagine 
what we’d do 

without it. 
I wish we had 

installed our Stiltz 
Homelift several 

years ago!”
– Mr. James, Roanoke, VA

®

Stiltz Homelifts
are now backed by the

Good Housekeeping Seal
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evaluating many factors. From energy 
use to maintenance costs, investor-
owned utilities (IOUs) and member-
owned cooperatives weigh these 
factors in an almost identical fashion, 
but with one key difference — who 
matters most.

IOUs set rates to generate a legally 
authorized return for investors. 
And lately, lawmakers have been 
questioning whether those returns 
are too high.

“The phrase of the day is ‘return 
on equity,’ which is essentially the 
profit investor-owned utilities are 
allowed to earn for their shareholders 
on the infrastructure they build,” 
explains Matt Leonard, manager of 
government and regulatory affairs 
for the Pennsylvania Rural Electric 
Association (PREA) and Allegheny 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. (Allegheny). 
“Return on equity is not — and never 
has been — part of how cooperatives 
set rates. A good return on investment 
for a cooperative is one that leads to 
consumer-members saving money.”

In Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
there are 14 rural electric cooperatives, 
and all are owned by the members 
they serve. That means the people 
who set the rates pay the rates, too, 
so making electricity as safe, reliable, 
and affordable as possible is a top 
priority for your cooperative’s board of 
directors. And if a cooperative collects 
more revenue than it needs, the board 
returns the money to its members in 
the form of capital credits.

Eighty years ago, these cooperatives 
created Allegheny to provide them 
with affordable, wholesale power. 
Since then, Allegheny has invested in 
generation resources to better manage 
energy costs for your cooperative. 
Today, Allegheny has a 10% share 

ENERGYMATTERS POWERING YOUR LIFE

A column brought to you by Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Power With a Purpose
M I C H A E L T.  C R AWFO RD, SENIOR TECHNICAL EDITOR

of the Susquehanna Steam Electric 
Station in Luzerne County, owns 
the Raystown Hydroelectric Plant in 
Huntingdon County and has long-
term power purchase agreements 
with the New York Power Authority. 
Allegheny secures the rest of its 
members’ energy needs — about 40% 
in 2025 — on the open market through 
a competitive bidding process.

“We are constantly evaluating our 
needs, monitoring weather forecasts 
and electric use trends to anticipate 
how much energy our members 
will need,” says Dan Vargo, PREA/
Allegheny senior power supply 
coordinator. “We spend months 
weighing price and risk, making sure 
each purchase is going to have the 
most positive outcome possible for 
consumer-members.”

Because each cooperative is unique, 
Allegheny also supports consumer-
member investments in small 
generation systems, such as anaerobic 

digesters, wind turbines and solar 
units. Through the Renewable Energy 
Assistance Program (REAP), Allegheny 
provides grants to cooperatives to 
help cover costs associated with the 
installation of these systems. These 
consumer-member-owned systems 
provide excess energy to Allegheny.

“Allegheny and its member 
cooperatives recognize the value of 
an ‘all-of-the-above’ energy strategy 
to meet our members’ needs,” says 
Todd Sallade, PREA/Allegheny 
vice president – power supply & 
engineering. “REAP reflects the 
tradition of cooperation among 
cooperatives with cost-effective 
solutions to energy challenges.”

REAP is just one tool to help 
cooperatives and their members 
manage energy costs, Sallade adds. 
Allegheny’s Coordinated Load 
Management System (CLMS), for 
example, was developed to help 
consumer-members reduce their 
energy use during periods of high 
demand, such as extremely hot days, 
when power costs are the highest. 
This shared effort keeps electricity 
costs in check by taking pressure off 
the whole system.

“CLMS operators in Harrisburg 
shift the energy use to off-peak hours 
without consumer-members having 
to think about it,” Sallade explains. 
“The more volunteers, the bigger the 
impact.”

Visit alleghenyelectriccoop.com to 
learn more about CLMS and REAP. 

* * ** * *

ALLEGHENY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., ALLEGHENY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC., 
based in Harrisburg, Pa., is the wholesale power based in Harrisburg, Pa., is the wholesale power 
provider for the 14 rural electric cooperatives in provider for the 14 rural electric cooperatives in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The cooperative has Pennsylvania and New Jersey. The cooperative has 
a proud history of investing in sustainable energy a proud history of investing in sustainable energy 
solutions to benefit the communities it serves while solutions to benefit the communities it serves while 
providing reliable energy at an affordable price.providing reliable energy at an affordable price.

MEMBER-OWNED GENERATION:MEMBER-OWNED GENERATION: The 
Renewable Energy Assistance Program 
supports consumer-member investments 
in small generation systems, such as wind 
turbines, anaerobic digesters and solar units. 
It’s part of Allegheny Electric Cooperative’s 
“all-of-the-above” energy strategy to meet 
members’ needs. 
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SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED!
CALL NOW BEFORE THEY’RE GONE!
HIGH DEMAND - LIMITED INVENTORY - DON’T WAIT!
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CHECKS

For generations, Americans have 
turned to physical gold during 
times of economic uncertainty.

Gold has historically maintained
its value when paper money
declines.
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A smart way to help balance
your portfolio and reduce risk.
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Real, tangible assets outside
the banking system.
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Americans have relied on gold 
for security for centuries.

�����������
�����������

Gold can be passed down to help
secure your family’s future.
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For generations, Americans have 
turned to physical gold during 
times of economic uncertainty.
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ON ORDERS OVER 
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COMMUNITYCORNER  PEOPLE & PLACES

Main Office: Huntingdon, Pa.
Consumer-members served: 22,616
Website: valleyrec.com

Local Lore 
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative
What’s in a Name? 

“Standing Stone” or “Huntingdon?”
As legend has it, the Borough of 

Huntingdon, which is located in Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative’s service 
territory, didn’t always go by that name. 
The story dates back to the 1750s, when 
early settlers came across a stone, 
described as being 14 feet high. This 
led to its proclamation as the Town of 
Standing Stone in honor of the rock 
that sat in the center of the community.

This was all well and good until 
William Smith, the provost of the 
University of Pennsylvania, came 
along in 1767 and gave the town a 
new name: Huntingdon. 

Still, the old name stuck. As late as 
1776, a military map designated the 
area as “Standing Stone, Huntingdon.” 
Even these days, visitors will encounter 
Standing Stone Coffee Company and 

Standing Stone Elementary School. 
But the name’s staying power 

does not necessarily make the story 
behind it historical fact. Just ask the 
Huntingdon County Historical Society.

“The name of Standing Stone 
for the spot where the Town of 
Huntingdon stands originated at a 
now-unknown date,” a disclaimer on 
the society’s website reads. “In the 
1740s, two famous travelers observed 
and made note of a stone pillar or 
marker. Its dimensions were 14 feet 
high and 6 inches square. No other 
feature — no carvings nor inscription 
— was observed. It was soon noticed 
that the marker — the original 
Standing Stone — had vanished. 

“At that point,” the statement adds, 
“the folklore and the legends began 
filling in the blanks. In the opinion 
of Huntingdon County Historical 
Society’s researchers, nothing about 
the stone can be claimed as historical.”

Historical or not, it sure does make 
for a fun story. 

HEY

EMAIL YOUR

Autumn Art
This month’s artwork comes from Maggie Wickwire, 6, who 
is the granddaughter of Brenda McPherson of Wysox, a 
member of Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative. Created 
in Maggie’s kindergarten class, the image is made out of 
construction paper and paint. To mark the change in season, 
Maggie said, “The red birds are sleeping in the trees at 
winter time.” Thank you, Maggie, for sharing your artwork 
with us!

Maggie Wickwire, age 6,  
Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative

CALLING ALL KIDS, ages 5 to 17:  
Show off your artistic skills!

Each month, we’ll feature the artwork of our young readers 
(or our readers’ youngsters), inspired by something they’ve 
read in Penn Lines or seen on their travels. Paints, pencils, 
crayons, clay, sand — any physical medium is OK! You may 
send digital photos of the creation to CommunityCorner@
prea.com, but please: no digital artwork.

Please include the artist’s name, age and electric 
cooperative, plus a 25- to 50-word description of the art.

STANDING TALL:STANDING TALL: In the mid-1700s, early 
settlers traveled into the area we now know 
as the Borough of Huntingdon and gave 
the area the name “Standing Stone.” The 
Standing Stone monument, shown above at 
its 1996 dedication, honors the town’s past.
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Claverack 
Rural Electric  
Cooperative

One of 14 electric cooperatives  One of 14 electric cooperatives  
serving Pennsylvania and New Jerseyserving Pennsylvania and New Jersey

CLAVERACK REC
32750 Route 6

Wysox, PA 18854
570-265-2167
800-326-9799

Email: mail@claverack.com
Website: https://claverack.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Timothy T. Tewksbury, Zone 6Timothy T. Tewksbury, Zone 6
ChairChair

570-833-2320570-833-2320
Angela S. Joines, Zone 3Angela S. Joines, Zone 3

Vice ChairVice Chair
570-756-4979570-756-4979

Danise C. Fairchild, Zone 1Danise C. Fairchild, Zone 1
Secretary/TreasurerSecretary/Treasurer

570-265-3599570-265-3599
Charles R. McNamara, Zone 8Charles R. McNamara, Zone 8

Vice Secretary/TreasurerVice Secretary/Treasurer
570-553-4385570-553-4385

Robert R. Faux, Zone 2Robert R. Faux, Zone 2
570-574-3531 570-574-3531 

Robert W. Fearnley, Zone 5Robert W. Fearnley, Zone 5
570-278-2288570-278-2288

Gary L. Hennip, Zone 4Gary L. Hennip, Zone 4
570-250-2200570-250-2200

Gene R. Hubbard, Zone 7Gene R. Hubbard, Zone 7
570-357-5541570-357-5541

Anthony J. Ventello, Zone 9Anthony J. Ventello, Zone 9
607-765-2615607-765-2615

Steven G. AllabaughSteven G. Allabaugh
President & CEOPresident & CEO

STAFF

Melanie G. Sparbanie, Executive Assistant
Nicholas J. Berger, Sr. Director, Engineering and Operations

Jennifer W. Jones, Chief Financial Officer
Brian F. Zeidner, Director, Member Services

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday

7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Casey M. Wood, VP, Communications
C&T Enterprises, Inc. 

C&T Enterprises, Inc. is a jointly owned subsidiary 
of Claverack (Wysox, Pa) and Tri-County 

(Mansfield, Pa) Rural Electric Cooperatives. 
C&T provides shared management and support 

services for the two parent electric cooperatives, the 
cooperatives’ telecom affiliates of Revolution Broadband 

and Tri-Co Connections, and C&T’s subsidiary utilities 
of Wellsboro Electric Co. (Wellsboro, Pa), Citizens’ 

Electric Co. (Lewisburg, Pa), and Valley Energy 
(Sayre, Pa), a natural gas distribution company.

Guest Column
Thankful for Hospitality

T H E  H O L I DAY S E A S O N  M A K E S  M E  T H E  H O L I DAY S E A S O N  M A K E S  M E  reflect on the blessings in my 
life, and sometimes people will ask me about my most memorable 
Thanksgiving. It was in 1987.

I had just joined the U.S. Air Force and was headed to Texas for 
basic training at Lackland Air Force Base. That Thanksgiving, I was 
in a high-stress environment, far from home and missing my family, 
but the hospitality of complete strangers made that holiday a special 
experience.

The base had an Adopt-an-Airman Program for Thanksgiving Day. 
Local families could host trainees in their homes for the holiday. The family 

who selected me welcomed me warmly, provided a delicious meal, and encouraged me to 
call my parents and talk as long as I wanted — at their expense. In those days, long-distance 
rates applied, and a lengthy phone call home was an expensive treat. Unlike other calls 
home, there was no line of airmen waiting to call home themselves, urging me to hurry up.

The meal was especially memorable. In basic training, you ate quickly, did not talk and 
left the dining facility before you became the target of some infraction. An unhurried meal 
with a caring family and meaningful conversation was something to be treasured, as were 
the pie, relaxation, and football games that followed.

I was touched by their kindness and generosity toward a stranger who was far from 
home and facing a lonely holiday. I will never forget how they made me feel: welcome, 
valued and appreciated. Drill instructors do not do that.

During my more than 21 years working for Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative, I have 
often felt the same way because of the hospitality of our members. My co-workers and I 
have frequently been the recipients of special experiences during our travels.

Many years ago, Rich and Catherine on Barclay Mountain appreciated our appliance advice 
and rewarded us with homemade cookies. Angelo from Montrose shared his special coffee 
blend. Ed from Laceyville gifted us honey from his hives, and Tony from Tunkhannock shared 
a jar of pickled peppers along with his recipe.

Gail from Meshoppen served tea and educated 
me on the history of cooperative leadership. 
She later helped me sort and label our photo 
archives. Bob from Mehoopany allowed us to use 
his 1955 truck at our 75th annual meeting. And 
Francis from Towanda encouraged me to take on 
an old motorcycle restoration project.

These are just a few examples of the members 
who have touched my life with their kindness 
and generosity. There are many others, and I am 
grateful for every one of them. Hospitality seems to 
be an inherently rural quality and, in my opinion, 
electric cooperative members exemplify it.

When the leaves change and the cold winds begin to blow in late November, I reflect on 
that Thanksgiving experience from long ago.

I am warmed by memories of the hospitality of strangers and the lasting friendships 
that developed because someone cared about me. 

BRIAN ZEIDNER
DIRECTOR OF MEMBER SERVICES

BRIAN 
ZEIDNER

THE KINDNESS OF MEMBERS:THE KINDNESS OF MEMBERS: A Claverack 
Rural Electric Cooperative member once 
allowed the co-op to display his 1955 truck 
at its 75th annual meeting.

COOPERATIVECONNECTION
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Balcony Solar: 
A New Technology with Important Considerations
B RI A N Z E I D N E R , DIRECTOR OF MEMBER SERVICES

YO U  M AY H AV E  R E C E N T LY H E A R D  YO U  M AY H AV E  R E C E N T LY H E A R D  the term “balcony 
solar” in the news. Also known as “plug-in” or “plug-and-
play” solar, these are small solar energy systems designed 
to offset a portion of a home’s electricity use. Unlike 
traditional rooftop solar installations, balcony systems are 
typically portable. Panels can be mounted on a balcony 
railing, porch, patio, fence, shed, garage, a small rack or 
other sunny locations around the home.

Balcony systems are gaining attention because they 
provide renters, apartment dwellers and homeowners 
with limited roof space with a way to participate in 
renewable energy generation.

A typical system includes one or more solar panels, a 
small inverter, mounting hardware, and a cord that plugs 
into a household outlet. The appeal is easy to understand. 
These systems are marketed as simple, lower-cost devices 
that may help reduce the amount of electricity a home 
draws from the grid during sunny periods. Because they 
are often advertised as “plug-and-play,” some consumers 
view them as just another household appliance.

But are they risk-free?
However, members should understand that plug-

and-play does not mean risk-free. These products 

generate electricity and feed it into a home’s wiring. Most 
household electrical circuits have been designed with the 
expectation that power will flow in one direction: from the 
breaker panel to outlets, lights and appliances. A plug-in 
solar energy system introduces power from the opposite 
direction.

If other equipment is operating on the same circuit, 
parts of that circuit could become overloaded if the 
breaker does not respond as expected. Overloaded wiring 
can overheat and may create a fire or shock hazard. 
Industry experts continue to assess how electrical codes, 
product standards and safety requirements should evolve 
to safely accommodate this emerging technology.

It is also important to understand that balcony systems 
are grid-connected devices. Although they plug into a wall 
outlet, they remain connected to the larger electric system 
through your home’s wiring. Unlike traditional solar 
installations, these systems do not go through Claverack 
Rural Electric Cooperative’s (REC) formal interconnection 
process and are not subject to the same established 
requirements and safety protocols.

Also, members should not assume there is a significant 
metering or billing benefit from simply plugging in one 
of these devices. In most cases, the electricity produced is 
intended to offset electricity consumed within the home 
at that moment.

At Claverack REC, we recognize that renewable 
energy technologies continue to evolve, creating new 
opportunities for consumers. We do not discourage 
members from exploring renewable energy options. 
In fact, we believe informed members make the best 
decisions for their homes and families.

Our goal is to serve as your trusted energy adviser. That 
means helping members understand not only the benefits 
of new technologies, but also the responsibilities and 
potential hazards that may accompany them.

Do your research
Electricity is dependable and useful when systems are 

properly designed, installed and maintained. However, 
improper installations, uncertified equipment or 
modifications to a home’s electrical system can create 
serious safety concerns. Before purchasing a balcony solar 
energy product, take time to research the equipment, 

BEFORE YOU BUY BALCONY SOLAR
SAFETY TIPS FOR MEMBERS

k �Do not assume plug-in solar products are appropriate for 
every home.

k �Review available product safety certifications before making 
a purchase.

k �Have a qualified electrician evaluate the outlet and circuit 
where the system is connected.

k �Avoid plugging a balcony solar system into a circuit that 
already serves large electrical loads.

k �Understand that plug-in solar systems are not the same as 
traditional interconnected solar installations.

k �Do not assume you will receive metering credits or signifi-
cant billing benefits.

k �Contact Claverack REC or visit our Renewable Energy 
Resource Center at claverack.com/renewables-center 
to learn more about renewable energy options, 
interconnection requirements, and electrical safety.
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570-268-1349

As we gather with family and friends this 
Thanksgiving, we’re reminded that connection 
is at the heart of everything.

Whether you’re video chatting with loved 
ones across the country, sharing holiday 
photos, streaming your favorite traditions, or 
shopping online, reliable broadband helps 
bring people together and keeps important 
moments within reach.

As a service of Claverack, your local 
cooperative, Revolution Broadband is 
committed to providing the connections our 
communities need today and for the future.

Ready to experience the Revolution di�erence? Check 
availability for your address at RevolutionBroadband.net.

MORE THAN 
INTERNET: 
Staying connected this holiday season

review available safety certifications and consult a 
qualified electrician.

We also encourage you to contact our engineering 
department at 800-326-9799 to understand potential 
interconnection concerns, including the risk of backfeeding 
electricity onto the grid and the serious safety hazards that 
may result.

If you have questions about how renewable energy 
equipment may interact with Claverack REC’s electric 
system, please contact us. Claverack REC remains 

committed to providing reliable information to help our 
members make safe, informed energy decisions today and 
in the future. 

***
Note: This article was developed using information 

from the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) report, 
“Assessing the Technical Landscape for Rolling Out 
Balcony Solar in the U.S.,” along with Claverack REC’s 
operational and safety guidance.

 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY CLOSURE NOTICE
In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, our offices will be closed  

Thursday and Friday, Nov. 26 and 27.
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GOING AWAY FOR THE WINTER?
Claverack Rural Electric Cooperative (REC) and Revolution 
Broadband offer members who will be away from home for 
an extended period, including “snowbirds” who migrate to 
warmer climates for the winter, two convenient and timely 
ways to receive their electric bills while they are gone.
Online billing
Claverack REC’s SmartHub program allows members 
to receive and pay electric bills online or through the 
SmartHub mobile app for smartphones and tablets.
With SmartHub, members receive an email notification 
when a new bill is generated. They can then pay their bill 
electronically using a checking account, MasterCard, Visa or 
debit card. SmartHub participants also have access to their 
account information 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
For an overview of all the available features and setup 
instructions, visit claverack.com/smarthub-101.
Seasonal Address Program 
Claverack REC’s Seasonal Address Program allows 
members to receive their electric bills at an alternate 
mailing address. Signing up is easy.
Call our billing department and provide your alternate 
address and the dates you expect to be away. During 
this period, we will mail correspondence directly to the 
seasonal address, eliminating the need for the postal 
service to forward it.
For more information about the Seasonal Address Program or 
SmartHub, contact Claverack REC at 800-326-9799.

LIHEAP Program Helps 
Families Pay Heating Bills
T H E  LO W I N CO M E  H O M E  E N E R GY T H E  LO W I N CO M E  H O M E  E N E R GY Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
helps eligible Pennsylvania households pay their home heating bills. 
Households facing a heating emergency, such as a fuel shortage, 
utility shut-off or broken heating equipment, may qualify for a 
LIHEAP crisis grant, ranging from $25 to $1,000.

Eligible households may also receive a cash grant. This one-time 
payment, ranging from $200 to $1,000, is sent directly to your utility 
company or fuel provider and credited to your account. Grant 
amounts are based on household size, income and fuel type.

You may qualify for a LIHEAP grant if your household income falls 
within the eligibility guidelines shown in the chart at right. The  
2026-2027 LIHEAP program is scheduled to open Nov. 2.

To apply, visit compass.dhs.pa.gov or contact your local county 
assistance office (CAO). A directory of CAOs is available through the 
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services at dhs.pa.gov.

If you have a heating emergency or want to learn more about 
LIHEAP, call your county assistance office or the toll-free LIHEAP 
hotline at 866-857-7095. 
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SMARTCIRCUITS HOME ENERGY SOLUTIONS

D E A R  J I M :  D E A R  J I M :  We set our thermostat 
lower to save, but my feet are always 
cold. Is in-floor electric radiant more 
efficient than resistance electric 
heating, and can it be used under 
carpeting? — Rachel H.
D E A R  R AC H E L :  D E A R  R AC H E L :  Using electric 
resistance heating is generally an 
expensive method for heating a 
house. A whole-house electric 
resistance furnace is basically several 
large toaster elements with a blower 
and ducts attached to it. Electric 
in-floor heating, which can be used 

Be Comfortable with Easy-to-Install In-Floor Heating
JA M E S D U LLE Y

for concrete slab, tile, hardwood, 
laminate and even carpeted floors, is 
less expensive to operate because it 
significantly improves your comfort 
at a lower room temperature. It’s 
also relatively inexpensive to install, 
making it ideal for a room addition.

Instead of heating the room’s air, a 
warm floor radiates heat upward, and 
when your feet are warm, your entire 
body feels warm. With improved 
comfort from in-floor heating, 
you should be able to lower the 
thermostat setting considerably and 

not feel chilly. In-floor 
heating also reduces the 
amount of hot air that 
collects near the ceiling 
compared to a forced-air 
furnace. Additionally, 
each room can have a 
separate computerized 
thermostat set to 
different temperatures, 
using heat only when 
necessary.

For concrete slab 
or tile floors, electric 
heating cable is usually 
laid in a serpentine 
pattern with long cable 
guides nailed along the 
outer edges of the floor. 
Selecting how many 
slots to skip between 
cables determines the 
total cable length and 
heat output. It also 
simplifies even spacing. 

For use with carpeting, 
thin mats or sheets 
with electric cable 
embedded in them 
are placed on the floor 
before the carpeting is 
laid. The manufacturer 

can calculate the amount your 
rooms need and it is available for 
120- or 240-volt systems. Some 
of the systems, for smaller areas, 
are designed for do-it-yourself 
installation.

For hardwood and laminate 
flooring, thin heating cables 
embedded in a strong fiberglass mesh 
are particularly effective. Check with 
the hardwood flooring manufacturer 
about the maximum allowable 
temperature to avoid excessive drying 
of the wood. Also, consider installing 
a special programmable thermostat 
with a laminate and engineered 
wood setting to protect the materials. 
Other designs use a safe, low-voltage 
heating mesh. This mesh is only 
about 1/8-inch thick and is stapled 
directly to the subflooring.

In-floor heating systems do not 
have to extend across the entire house 
or even an entire room, providing the 
flexibility to expand as your budget 
allows. You can even place small, 
custom mats or sheets in front of a 
mirror in a dressing area or in a work 
area. A 10-foot-by-30-inch heating 
mat costs about $200. A matching 
programmable thermostat costs 
about $140.

With only in-floor heating, 
however, you’ll need to consider 
how to keep your pipes warm in 
the winter. Fortunately, the same 
materials for in-floor heating can be 
used on your pipes. Self-regulating 
cables can be attached along water 
pipes and automatically adjust the 
heat output depending upon the 
temperature. 

HAVE A QUESTION FOR JIM? HAVE A QUESTION FOR JIM? Send inquiries to  Send inquiries to  
James Dulley, James Dulley, Penn LinesPenn Lines, 6906 Royalgreen  , 6906 Royalgreen  
Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45244 or visit dulley.com.Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45244 or visit dulley.com.

HEATING UP:HEATING UP: Concrete slab, tile, hardwood, laminate and 
even carpeted floors can benefit from electric in-floor heating. 
You can also pick and choose where to install it, helping you 
keep warm without having to crank up the thermostat for the 
whole house. 

HEATIZON
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TOTAL OFFER

GLOBE LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY FREE INFORMATION

EASY TO BUY
NO MEDICAL EXAM - SIMPLE APPLICATION  
NO WAITING PERIOD
BUY DIRECT
SCAN QR CODE FOR A FREE QUOTE

MONTHLY RATES AS LOW AS:
ADULTS: $3.49
CHILDREN AND 
GRANDCHILDREN: $2.17

PAY THE
      AMOUNT OF $100,000.00One Hundred Thousand Dol lars

SCAN TO
VISIT US
ONLINE

For Immediate Service Call 1-888-534-3242 Or Visit BuyGlobe4Life.com

7460Non-Negot iable

FINALLY ... LIFE INSURANCE YOU CAN AFFORD
BUY $100,000 LIFE INSURANCE

(Offer may vary, $100,000 coverage not available in all states.) 

CHOOSE $5,000, $10,000, $20,000, $30,000 OR UP TO $100,000 COVERAGE

FREE INFORMATION
DETAILS

PERSONAL OFFER CODE:

XCCX1APH

 Policy Form #GWL2001 or GWLA001

$30,000 Children’s Life Insurance

 Policy Form #SRTCV/SRTCV R13 or R17, or #SRTCV90MA in MA

$100,000 Adult Life Insurance



MICH A E L T.  CR AWFORD 
Senior  Technic al  Edi tor

Days 
Gone By

Readers Share Their  
60-Year-Old Memories

TA M I  B A R E F O OT A N D  PA M  S A M A N KA TA M I  B A R E F O OT A N D  PA M  S A M A N KA remember chasing 
lightning bugs. It was 1966, and though 100 miles apart, 
the girls enjoyed similar childhoods.

“I was a 4-year-old feral child living my wild life up 
Rocklick Hollow in New Paris,” recalls Barefoot, a member 
of Bedford Rural Electric Cooperative (REC). “My great-
grandma used to tell me our house was one of the first 
ones to get electricity back in the day.”

With the 60th anniversary of Penn Lines in full swing, we 
asked readers to reflect on where they were six decades 
ago — the same year Penn Lines launched — and what they 
were doing. From the tales shared with us, we found that 
our readers have a lot in common.

Samanka, a member of Dubois-based United Electric 
Cooperative, recalls carefree days on a swing set, not 
unlike the memories of Carol Sossong, who at 12 spent 
summer afternoons reading on a porch swing.

“The sounds of the Beatles, Monkees and Beach Boys 
filled the air from my transistor radio,” says Sossong, a 
member of REA Energy Cooperative, based in Indiana, Pa. 
“At night, my family gathered around the black-and-white 
TV and watched ‘The Ed Sullivan Show’ and ‘Bonanza.’ ”

SIMPLER TIMES:SIMPLER TIMES: Sixty years ago, Pam Samanka, a member of United 
Electric Cooperative, was 6 and recalls spending her days gazing at 
the sky from her swing.

P H O T O  C O U R T E S Y  O F  PA M  S A M A N K A
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From teens to 20s
Roughly 172 miles away, Jeanne Warner, a member of 

Mansfield-based Tri-County REC, was also on the verge of 
teenhood. 

“In 1966, I was turning 12 and beginning seventh 
grade,” Warner says. “That meant leaving my little country 
school in Mainesburg and heading to the high school in 
Mansfield. My small world was about to get much bigger.”

In Armagh, Joe Schillinger, another REA Energy 
member, was helping to load up the car for a weeks-long 
family road trip to Monterrey, Mexico.

“At home, we lived in a cottage village … a small town 
with one stop light,” Schillinger says. “In Monterrey, every-
thing was palatial, immaculate.”

Then 13, he remembers nearly every road invariably 

LONG WAY TO GO:LONG WAY TO GO: Above — REA Energy Cooperative member Joe 
Schillinger, then 13, leans against his father’s 1964 Chevelle in 
Citronelle, Ala., on the way to Monterrey, Mexico. Also shown, from 
left, are: Schillinger’s brother, Bobby; a family friend, Bernard; and his 
father, Bob.  
 
At right — Adams Electric Cooperative members Leslie and Kathy 
Megyeri, then 25 and 23, respectively, celebrate Leslie earning his 
commission as a U.S. Army second lieutenant.
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D A Y S  G O N E  B YD A Y S  G O N E  B Y

leading to the downtowns of city after city — Birmingham, 
Ala., New Orleans, La. and Victoria, Texas.

During the three-week journey, Schillinger also passed 
through Maryland, where United Electric member Larry 
Coble, then 24, was stationed at Fort Meade. His soon-to-
be wife — Barbara, then 21 — was earning her bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education at Millersville University. 
Meanwhile, another soldier-teacher couple was not far away.

Kathy Megyeri, a member of Gettysburg-based Adams 
Electric Cooperative, was a first-year teacher in Maryland 
while her then-fiancé, Leslie, had just enlisted in the U.S. 
Army. Like many young couples, Kathy, then 23, and 
Leslie, then 25, were working to save up for their dream: 
a plot of land to build a cabin. At the same time, Kenneth 
and Phyllis Carr, members of Cambridge Springs-based 
Northwestern REC, were building a home of their own.

“We hired a contractor to build our home, but to cut 
costs, he would leave a list of chores that could be done,” 

says Phyllis, who at the time was expecting her second 
child.

A world beyond home
A new addition to a household can be a life-changer 

and Nancy Kline, a Northwestern REC member, had just 
welcomed one of her own: an exchange student from Italy, 
Elena Bonicelli.

“She knew very little about country life, especially farm 
life,” Kline says. “She spoke little English, and we knew 
no Italian. During that year, Elena and I discovered the 
importance of learning about people from other cultures 
within our own countries and beyond. Sixty years later, we 
remain true friends and sisters.”

An ocean away, Tri-County REC member Ralph Morgan 
Lewis was learning the same lesson while studying abroad 
at Philipps-Universität in Marburg, Germany (West 
Germany, at the time).

“I made friends with a fellow German major from 
Scotland, a few ladies from England and a lady from East 
Berlin,” he says. “For Thanksgiving, a German family 
invited me to share with them the meaning of that holiday.

“It was a year that changed my life forever,” Lewis adds. 
“People, traditions and customs are very important; 
getting along with others is important, too.” 

TRUE FRIENDSHIP:TRUE FRIENDSHIP: Sixty years ago, the Kline family opened its 
doors to a foreign exchange student. Shown, from left, are: Elena 
Bonicelli, the Italian teen who stayed with the Klines; another 
exchange student; Nancy Kline, a member of Northwestern Rural 
Electric Cooperative; and Hazel and Maurice Kline, Nancy’s parents. 
Nancy says she and Elena became lifelong friends.
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COOPERATIVEKITCHEN  FRESH TAKES ON SEASONAL RECIPES

CINNAMON BUNDT COFFEE CAKE

	 1	cup pecans, chopped 
	 1/4	cup granulated sugar
	 2	teaspoons cinnamon
	 1	(15.25-ounce) box yellow cake mix
	 1	(3.4-ounce) box instant 

vanilla pudding
	 1/4	cup canola oil
	 3/4	cup water
	 4	eggs
	 3	teaspoons vanilla extract, divided
	 1	cup powdered sugar
	 2	tablespoons milk

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat bundt pan with 
cooking spray; set aside. In a small bowl, combine 
pecans, granulated sugar and cinnamon; set aside. In a 
mixer, combine cake mix, pudding, oil, water, eggs and 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract. On medium-low speed, beat 
for 3 to 4 minutes. Pour half the cake batter into the bundt 
pan. Sprinkle pecan mixture on top. Pour remaining 
cake batter over pecans. Bake 45 to 50 minutes or until 
inserted toothpick comes out clean. Cool cake in pan 
for 5 to 10 minutes. Meanwhile, in a small bowl, whisk 
powdered sugar, milk and remaining 1 teaspoon of vanilla 
extract to make a glaze. Turn cake onto a platter and brush 
on glaze while cake is warm. Makes 12 to 16 servings.

W H I L E  P L A N N I N G  M Y FA M I LY ’ S  T H A N K S G I V I N G  W H I L E  P L A N N I N G  M Y FA M I LY ’ S  T H A N K S G I V I N G  menu, I researched other 
November food holidays. I was surprised to learn each day of November has 
something to celebrate. The days often relate to promotional gimmicks from 
marketing groups and social media, but the options teased my culinary senses.

Nov. 1 is “National Balsamic Vinegar of Modena Day.” To honor the occasion, 
I added a finishing touch of thick, dark balsamic vinegar to butternut squash 
ravioli with apples. “National Greek Yogurt Day” on Nov. 9 prompted me 
to stir up the perfect afternoon snack: yogurt fruit dip. On Nov. 15, I made a 
cinnamon bundt coffee cake to honor “National Bundt Day.” I hope you’ll join 
the celebrations! 

ANNE M. ANNE M. KIRCHNERKIRCHNER focuses her writing on human connections, travel and culinary arts, researching food  focuses her writing on human connections, travel and culinary arts, researching food 
origins, exploring cooking techniques, and creating new recipes.origins, exploring cooking techniques, and creating new recipes.

A Season of 
Celebration
A N N E M . K I RC H N E R

PHOTOS BY ANNE M. KIRCHNER

YOGURT FRUIT DIP

	 1	cup plain Greek yogurt
	 2	tablespoons honey or maple syrup
	 1	teaspoon vanilla extract
	 ½	teaspoon cardamom
	 1	tablespoon orange zest
		 Fresh seasonal fruit
		 Granola, optional

In a small bowl, whisk yogurt, honey or maple syrup, 
vanilla extract, cardamom, and orange zest until well 
combined. Serve dip with fresh seasonal fruit, such as 
apples, pears, grapes, strawberries or bananas. Dip can 
also be served as a breakfast entree, topped with fruit 
and granola. Makes 6 to 8 servings.

Cook butternut squash ravioli according to package 
directions. Drain ravioli and toss with olive oil to prevent 
sticking; set aside. Melt butter in a sauté pan. Add 
apples, salt, vanilla extract, tomato paste and Italian 
seasoning. Allow apples to caramelize slightly. Add 
spinach and cook until wilted, about 1 minute. Add 
ravioli to apples and spinach; toss to coat. Serve ravioli in 
a pasta bowl garnished with pumpkin seeds, feta cheese 
and a drizzle of balsamic vinegar. Makes 4 to 6 servings.

	 10	ounces frozen butternut 
squash ravioli

	 1	tablespoon olive oil
	 4	tablespoons butter
	 3	sweet apples, cored 

and thinly sliced
	 1	teaspoon kosher salt
	 1	teaspoon vanilla extract
	 1	tablespoon tomato paste
	 1	tablespoon Italian seasoning
	 2	cups spinach
	 2	tablespoons pumpkin seeds
	 2	tablespoons feta cheese, crumbled
	 2	tablespoons dark balsamic vinegar

BUTTERNUT SQUASH RAVIOLI WITH APPLES
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SPECIAL OFFER! 
Both Cookbooks for $1200 (Includes shipping)

Name: ________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________________________________________

Street Address: ________________________________________ Town/City: __________________________________________________

State/Zip Code: ________________________________________ Amount Enclosed: ____________________________________________

No. of Sets ($12 per set; set includes one of each cookbook): ________
Make check or money order payable to PREA and mail order to: 
Attn: Cookbooks, PREA, PO Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266

• COOKBOOKS •
Recipes Remembered &

Country Cooking 

“Recipes Remembered” and “Country Cooking” include favorite recipes from electric co-op members 
in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. “Recipes Remembered” features anecdotes about the recipes, cooking 
tips and favorite quotes. It also includes a section of dishes from co-op friends in other states and sections 

arranged by cooperative. A great collector’s item; order in time for the holidays!



OUTDOORADVENTURES GET OUT THERE

I  G R E W U P  D O I N G  M O ST I  G R E W U P  D O I N G  M O ST of my 
Pennsylvania deer hunting just 
outside of Sayre and Athens in 
Bradford County. If you got turned 
around, you just kept looking left until 
you saw the local Kmart or heard the 
loudspeaker from the car dealership.

Moving to the Adirondacks in 
1997 introduced me to a whole new 
world of deer hunting. Suddenly, I 
was hunting whitetails in the High 
Peaks Wilderness Area, a massive, 
state-owned tract of more than 
275,000 acres, with no Kmart around 
to serve as my compass. It happened 
to have, according to the New York 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation, the sparsest deer 
population in the state, a far cry from 
Pennsylvania’s whitetail-rich farm 
country.

I resisted the change at first, planning 
instead to place a tree stand in a wood 
lot near our house. Our town highway 
superintendent, who later became 
a great friend and hunting partner, 
offered some sage advice.

“Choose your tree carefully,” he 
warned. “You might grow old before 
you see a deer.”

Eventually, I decided the best way 
to hunt deer in the Adirondacks was 
not waiting for them to come to me 
but to go find one myself.

And so I tried. I logged miles in the 
big woods, never getting lost for more 
than an hour. I usually returned home 
without even seeing a deer.

It was frustrating. It was exhausting. 
It was humbling.

It wasn’t Pennsylvania.
I thought of that each fall I returned 

to the Commonwealth for Opening 
Day, where I saw plenty of deer from 
my tree stand, filled a couple tags and 
enjoyed the tradition.

Then I headed back to the ’Dacks 
and continued my big-woods, deer 
hunting education.

Somewhere along the way, I began 
to enjoy the challenge. It was still 
frustrating, but instead of vowing to 
quit the game, I returned home each 
evening with an “I’ll-get-’em-next-
time” attitude.

I learned that Opening Day didn’t 
mean as much there as it does in 
Pennsylvania. The real Adirondacks 
deer season begins when the first 
snow falls.

Tracking snow.
It’s a game changer for a big-

woods deer hunter, and it triggered 
a whole new learning experience 
as I attempted to sort out a buck’s 
tracks from a doe’s, then followed it 
throughout the day with a singular 
focus that often took me miles from 
the truck.

It was still frustrating. I rarely caught 
a glimpse of what I assumed was a 
buck based on the size of its tracks. At 
times, I lost the tracks as they mingled 
with others. Occasionally, I got lost 
myself, but never long enough to send 
Paula into a panic or need a forest 

ranger to rescue me.
But it was exhilarating to know a 

buck — maybe a big buck — was 
somewhere up ahead. That thought 
kept me going (and returning the next 
day to try again).

Then it happened.
Following a set of tracks that 

seemed to be the only game in town 
that morning, I noticed the deer had 
slowed to browse on some ferns 
popping up through the light snow 
cover. It must be preparing to bed 
down, I thought.

It was. And when I turned to my 
right and looked up the ridge, there 
stood a buck.

The drag back to the truck was 
made easier by the downhill route, as 
did the fact that my buck was just a 
little five-point.

But it was mine — my first in the 
Adirondacks. 

STEVE PIATTSTEVE PIATT  is a veteran newspaper editor and is a veteran newspaper editor and 
outdoor writer who along with his wife, Paula, has outdoor writer who along with his wife, Paula, has 
hunted and fished across North America. He is hunted and fished across North America. He is 
most at home on the water and in the fields of the most at home on the water and in the fields of the 
Keystone State. He lives in Bradford County.Keystone State. He lives in Bradford County.

A Different Kind of Deer Hunting
S TE V E PI AT T

TRACKING SNOW:TRACKING SNOW: The first snowfall marks the true start of deer hunting season in the 
Adirondack Mountains of New York, where waiting in a tree stand can get awfully boring. 

STEVE PIA
TT
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FAMILY & COMMUNITY RURALROOTS

Derby Girls, Musket Balls and an 8-Pound Tooth
M IT C H E LL K Y D

R E M E M B E R  A L L T H E  D O - N OT S  YO U  R E M E M B E R  A L L T H E  D O - N OT S  YO U  learned as a kid? Do 
not play with your food. Do not draw on your brother’s 
face. Do not give the cat a bath in the toilet. Do not talk to 
strangers. 

I decided long ago that last rule didn’t apply to me. 
Chances are you not only talk to strangers now but are also 
required to talk to them daily. Now, the strangers are even 
stranger — dull, soulless products of artificial intelligence. 
That “improvement” makes me even happier to talk to 
live, human strangers. We are a fascinating bunch. 

In May, one of my 
favorites among the 
morning faces at my 
nearby coffee drive-
thru was zooming 
between windows, and 
I joked she needed 
roller skates to do her 
job. With a big smile, 
she told me she used 
to be a derby girl and 
competed in roller 
derbies. Respect.

I had covered that 
fast-paced, full-
contact sport for 
another magazine and 
followed team skaters 
through international 
competition. Roller 
derby scoring periods are called “bouts,” and the training 
includes practicing deliberately falling forward. The goal 
is to make the response to a fall automatic, reducing the 
snap, crunch and pop of broken bones.

In June, my writer’s antennae quivered as I overheard 
the conversation between the local jeweler and his 
customer, Army veteran Jeremiah Hornbaker. Jerry’s 
assignment then was to create 250 commemorative 
musket balls for Army recruits at Fort Hamilton, N.Y. 
As part of the nation’s 250th anniversary, each new 
soldier received one at New York City Hall during oath of 
enlistment ceremonies July 9. 

When Jerry and I talked later, I learned he is a historical 
consultant for the arts and founder of Artistry in Motion, 
Inc. Some weeks, his work takes him to Hollywood 
to oversee historical accuracy in film making and TV 

productions, which included the Civil War episode of 
“House of Cards.” Other times, he bounces around the 
country to create period-accurate museum exhibits.

In August, several of us cat servants in the veterinarian’s 
waiting room began swapping crazy cat stories. There, 
I met Sue, who shared photos of herself standing head-
to-head with Toby, a 6,000-pound Asian elephant and 
resident at the Boston Zoo. The before-and-after pictures 
showed genuine connection between the two as zoo vet, 
Dr. Sue, finished removing Toby’s broken, 8-pound tooth. 

I had never met 
anyone who even 
knew anyone who 
had touched an 
elephant’s tooth 
before. 

All these 
fascinating 
strangers are 
floating around 
in my small-town 
circles, seven miles 
from my home. I 
didn’t need to fly 
away, take a cruise 
or creep in remotely 
on others’ lives to 
meet them. Even 
the smallest circles 
overflow with 

opportunities to connect to the bigger picture. 
Human connection was a topic in a TV interview earlier 

this year. Pastor-turned-teacher Mike Devereaux left his 
longtime ministry to serve high school students at Digital 
Pioneers Academy, a charter school in Washington, D.C.

“I think with the internet and social media, we just get 
a distorted view of reality,” he said. “If all we ever did was 
talk to people as individuals or in small groups, like people 
have done for most of human history, we’d all have a 
collective sense that everything is going to be OK.”

Amen, Mike. Thank you for that reminder. Talking to 
people is good for us. 

YVONNE BUTTS-MITCHELL YVONNE BUTTS-MITCHELL celebrates the joys and poignant moments of rural celebrates the joys and poignant moments of rural 
living under the pen name Mitchell Kyd. Her stories from the Path Valley Hotel living under the pen name Mitchell Kyd. Her stories from the Path Valley Hotel 
were hatched by encounters with contractors, critters and creepy crawlies were hatched by encounters with contractors, critters and creepy crawlies 
while rehabbing the family cabin after its 17-year stint as a giant closet.while rehabbing the family cabin after its 17-year stint as a giant closet.

FRIENDSHIP AND GRATITUDE:FRIENDSHIP AND GRATITUDE: Toby, a 6,000-pound Asian elephant and resident at 
the Boston Zoo, and Dr. Sue share a quiet moment after the painful removal of Toby’s 
8-pound tooth.

MITCHELL KYD
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ISSUE MONTH	 AD DEADLINE
January	 November 16
February	 December 16
March	 January 16

Please note ads and corresponding payment 
must be received by the ad deadline to be 
included in requested issue month; ads 
received after the deadline will run in next 
issue. Written notice of changes/cancelations 
must be received 30 days prior to issue month. 
No ads accepted by phone/email. For more 
information, please call 717-233-5704.

CLASSIFIED AD SUBMISSION/RATES:

ELECTRIC CO-OP MEMBERS:
$20 per month for 30 words or less, 
plus 50¢ for each additional word.

NON-MEMBERS:
$70 per month for 30 words or less,  
plus $1.50 for each additional word.

SPECIAL HEADINGS (Additional Fee):
$5 for co-op members, $10 for non-members. 
The special heading fee applies to any 
heading not listed under “COMPLIMENTARY 
HEADINGS,” even if the special heading is 
already appearing in Penn Lines. For ads running 
a special heading in consecutive months, the fee 
is a one-time fee of either $5 (members) or $10 
(non-members) for all consecutive insertions.

PAYMENT IS REQUIRED FOR 
ALL CLASSIFIED ADS:
Please make CHECK/MONEY ORDER payable 
to: PREA/Penn Lines. Insertion of classified ad 
serves as proof of publication; no proofs supplied.

SEND COMPLETED AD COPY 
AND PAYMENT TO:
Penn Lines Classifieds  
P.O. Box 1266 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1266

PLEASE SUBMIT A CLEARLY WRITTEN OR 
TYPED SHEET WITH THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIRED INFORMATION:
	❏ �Cooperative members should  
please submit the mailing label from 
Penn Lines as proof of membership.
	❏ Non-members should submit name, address, 
phone number, and email address, if applicable.
	❏ Month(s) in which the ad is to run.
	❏ Ad copy as it is to appear in the publication.
	❏ �Heading ad should appear under, or name 
of special heading (additional fee). See 
below for complimentary heading options.

COMPLIMENTARY HEADINGS (No 
extra charge for these headings):
	❏ Around the House
	❏ Business 
Opportunities
	❏ Employment 
Opportunities
	❏ Events
	❏ Gifts & Collectibles
	❏ Livestock & Pets
	❏ Miscellaneous

	❏ Motor Vehicles 
& Boats
	❏ Nursery & Garden
	❏ Real Estate
	❏ Recipes & Food
	❏ Tools & Equipment
	❏ Travel & Tourism
	❏ Wanted to Buy

CLASSIFIEDADVERTISING 

AA ROOFING

EXPERTS IN HARD-TO-FIND LEAKS! Roof repairs — 
all types. House, barn roofs painted. Slate work, 
chimney repairs. Southwestern PA for over 40 years. 
Speedy service! 814-445-4400.

AROUND THE HOUSE

CLOCK REPAIR: If you have an antique grandfather 
clock, mantel clock or old pocket watch that needs 
restored, we can fix any timepiece. Macks Clock 
Repair: 814-421-7992.

ON SALE! — CO-OP COOKBOOK GIFT PACK FOR $12, 
includes shipping. “Country Cooking” and “Recipes 
Remembered” are collections of recipes from electric 
co-op members of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, 
P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write Attention: 
Cookbooks.

BUILDING SUPPLIES

STEEL ROOFING AND SIDING. Over 30 years in 
business. Several profiles cut to length. 29- and 
26-gauge best quality residential roofing — 40-year 
warranty. Also, seconds, heavy gauges, accessories, 
etc. Installation available. Located in northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 814-398-4052.

FACTORY SECONDS of insulation, 4 x 8 sheets, foil back. 
R-value 6.5 per inch. Great for pole buildings, garages, 
etc. Many thicknesses available. Also blue board 
insulation sheets. 814-442-6032.

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS

FARM EQUIPMENT — 15-FT. BATWING MOWERS, 
3-point rototillers, box blades, 3-point bale movers, 
3-point rakes, skid steer forks, 3-point backhoes, skid 
steer backhoes, grapples and 5-, 6-, and 10-ft. brush 
cutters. All at reduced prices. 724-668-2000. 

CONSULTING FORESTRY SERVICES

RAYSTOWN FORESTRY CONSULTING. Timber sales, 
appraisals, wildlife habitat management. Dedicated 
to sustainable harvests for present and future 
generations to enjoy. 45 years experience. 814-448-
0040 or 814-599-4375.

DUMPSTER RENTAL

ROLL-OFF DUMPSTER RENTAL SERVICE available in 
Adams, Cumberland, Franklin, and Fulton counties, 
Pa., and beyond. Contact us for pricing and scheduling.  
717-860-6274 or heckconstruction33853@gmail.com. 
Heck Construction, based in Orrstown, PA 17244.

ELECTRIC/GENERATORS

GARY & SONS, INC. OFFERS ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
to homes within a 45-mile radius of Falls Creek, Pa. 
We install Generac® generators and do generator 
maintenance using only American-made Amsoil® 
synthetic oil. We also install new panels, EV-charging 
stations, outlets and light fixtures, and do electrical 
repairs. Mention this ad to receive $500 off a new 
generator installation. Call 814-204-2633 or go 
online to garysinc.com. Also, NEW! Gary’s Club, 
$24.50/month, 4 inspections included: heating, 
cooling, electric (includes home generators) and 
plumbing – and much more! PA192811.

GIFTS & COLLECTIBLES

ON SALE! — CO-OP COOKBOOK GIFT PACK FOR $12, 
includes shipping. “Country Cooking” and “Recipes 
Remembered” are collections of recipes from electric 
co-op members of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
Payable to: Pennsylvania Rural Electric Association, 
P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA 17108. Write Attention: 
Cookbooks.

HEALTH INSURANCE

DO YOU HAVE THE BLUES regarding your health 
insurance? We cater to rural America’s health 
insurance needs. For more information, call 800-628-
7804. Call us regarding Medicare supplements, too.

HEATING & COOLING

GARY & SONS, INC. HEATING AND COOLING — Save 
money on fuel oil, propane, or your electric bill 
without sacrificing comfort — add a heat pump! 
Contact Gary & Sons, Inc. of Falls Creek, Pa., for a FREE 
estimate: 814-204-2633 or garysinc.com. A Lennox® 
Premier Dealer and Mitsubishi® Diamond Elite 
Contractor, Gary & Sons installs and services heating 
and cooling equipment and hot water tanks, and 
cleans ducts and dryer vents. Also, NEW! Gary’s Club, 
$24.50/month, 4 inspections included: heating, 
cooling, electric (includes home generators) and 
plumbing – and much more! PA192811.

HUNTERS

BEETLEMANIA SKULL CLEANING LLC – European 
mounts for deer – $100. Cleaned, degreased, and 
whitened. Hydro dipping, plaques and more. Contact 
on Facebook: Beetlemania Skulls. Phone 814-267-
5061 or text/call 814-701-9206.

MEATS

ANGUS FREEZER BEEF. $3.75/LB. HANGING WEIGHT, 
plus processing. No antibiotics or hormones, 
grass-fed, grain-finished, excellent marbling. By 
the quarter, half or whole — discount for halves and 
multiple quarters. Allison Farmz, Alexandria, Pa. 
814-669-4014.

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR SALE: BUCKETS, FORKS, THUMBS, grapple 
buckets and pallet forks for skid loaders, backhoes, 
and excavators. Tires for backhoes, rubber tire loaders 
and excavators also. Call 814-329-0118.

FOR SALE: SEA CONTAINERS for storage, 20’ and 
40’, used or new. One-trip use, also with side doors. 
Delivery available! Bedford County. Cove Container 
Sales, 717-475-1190.

ALL IN-STOCK TRAILERS. $500 off single axle, enclosed 
and open. $1,000 off dual axle, enclosed or open. 
Everything at reduced prices. 724-668-2000.

FOR SALE: FOUR BRIDGESTONE® BLIZZAK WINTER 
TIRES. Used one season and three months. Deer strike. 
Paid $800 in Erie. Will take $400. Good condition. 
215/55/R17. 814-827-7144.

NURSERY & GARDEN

TREES AND SHRUBS for all your landscaping needs. 
Rare, unusual, amazing. Bloomfield Nursery,  
167 Sproul Mountain Road, Roaring Spring, PA 
16673. 814-224-4508.28 P E N N L I N E S   •   N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 6



PLUMBING/WATER SYSTEMS

WATER ISSUES? IT’S TREATABLE! GARY & SONS, 
INC. can install a HALO® Water System to solve 
chlorine or hard water problems. All natural and 
environmentally safe, HALO systems do not require 
mountains of salt and allow healthy minerals to 
remain in place. Installed by our experienced 
plumbers, call 814-204-2633 for details or go online 
to garysinc.com. We now offer residential plumbing 
services within a 45-mile radius of Falls Creek, Pa. 
PA192811.

REAL ESTATE

VIRGINIA’S EASTERN SHORE. Fishermen and beach 
lovers’ paradise. Access the Chesapeake Bay and the 
Atlantic Ocean within minutes. Waterside Village 
3/4-acre (+/-) homesites near marina from $22,900 
with beautiful common areas. Waterfront homesites 
in Clearview on scenic cove just minutes to the bay. 
$150,000 and $199,900 with dock. View properties 
on Kirkwoodontheshore.com. 757-678-7631.

LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL? Timberland Realty specializes 
in land, sporting properties, camps, cabins, farms, 
waterfront, exquisite second homes and timberland 
since 1987. Call our office at 716-962-9935 or agents 
by region – Western Pa.: Ron Westover, 724-422-5525. 
Central Pa.: John Rudy, 717-319-0082. Northern Pa.: 
Dave Anderson, 585-808-5696. Brian Bullard, Managing 
Broker, 716-499-5608. www.timberlandrealty.net.

FURNISHED CABIN ON 2.44 ACRES – Three Springs, 
Pa. Located on a dead-end road. Mixed timber with 
prime habitat for wildlife. Well, septic, electric, propane. 
Private, but still close to town. A few miles to 5,125 acres 
in State Game Lands #99 and Rothrock State Forest. 
Close to Raystown Lake, Lake Raystown Resort and 
more! $99,900. Kingsway Realty – Matt Auker: 717-587-
7090, 717-569-8701.

REAL ESTATE

TWO CAMPS/CABINS WITH 75 ACRES OF LAND. One 
is approximately 1,440 sq. ft.; the other is 2,020 sq. 
ft. Located on Little Pine Creek Road, Waterville, Pa. 
$900,000. 570-634-3651.

CAMP/COTTAGE. Four-and-a-half acres, 4 Mile Road, 
Emporium, Pa. 1,500 square feet, completely renovated, 
well furnished, turnkey sale, two great rooms, wood stove, 
two sleeper sofas, two bedrooms, two bathrooms. Septic, 
well, propane heat, front/back covered porches, cedar 
siding, two-story barn, spring-fed pond, tree house. Call 
717-497-8254.

INDIANA COUNTY — 4.95 ACRES, NEAR HILLSDALE, 
$35,000. Seven acres near Cherry Tree, $53,500. 
Clearfield County —  46 acres, 2,023 sq. ft., three-bedroom 
house, private mountain living, $499,000. Cambria 
County — 18.2 acres, gas well, $99,000. Bedford County – 
8.1 acres, pavilion, $89,000. Butler County — 139-acre Girl 
Scout camp, $3,850,000. www.timberlandrealty.net. Ron 
Westover: 724-422-5525, 716-962-9935.

TIMESHARE CANCELLATION

STOP BEING A TIMESHARE VICTIM! TimeShareBeGone 
will get your timeshare legally cancelled. 100% 
money-back guarantee. A+ BBB rating, 17 years in 
business. Low payment plans. Call 800-214-4460, 
timesharebegone.com.

TRACTOR PARTS – REPAIR/RESTORATION

ARTHURS TRACTORS. Specializing in vintage Ford 
tractors, 30 years’ experience, online parts catalog/
prices, Indiana, PA 15701. Contact us at 877-254-
FORD (3673) or www.arthurstractors.com.

TRAVEL & TOURISM

NEW SMYRNA BEACH, FLORIDA, oceanfront condo 
rental. Two-bedroom, two-bath, deck overlooking 
beach and pool. $995/week or $3,600/month. No 
pets. Not available Jan. - Mar. Call 814-635-4332 or 
814-979-8058.

EAGLES WATCH CAMPGROUND — 12-site seasonal 
campground located on the Raystown branch of the 
Juniata River. Short drive to Lake Raystown. H&BT Rail 
Trail located nearby. Approximately 300 feet of river 
frontage. Sewer, water and electricity included in our 
seasonal rate. Each site has 50- and 30-amp electricity. 
Call 814-212-8470.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC American and foreign cars, 
motorcycles, trucks, Broncos, Blazers and Scouts. 
Any condition. Will buy entire car collections. 
krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-8206.

ANTIQUE AND CLASSIC motorcycles wanted. All makes 
and sizes. BSA, Norton, Triumph, Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, 
Kawasaki, etc. krmiller1965@yahoo.com. 717-577-8206. 

CASH FOR GOLD JEWELRY: Rings, wedding rings, 
bracelets, necklaces, chains, earrings, etc. Also buying 
sterling silver jewelry. I even buy broken jewelry! I will 
come to your location to buy. Call: 717-891-6493, leave 
message. York, Pa. 

COLLECTORS BUYING PRE-WAR AND POST-WAR 
Lionel® trains, accessories, Plasticville® buildings, 
Transformers®, etc. Buying pieces to entire collections. 
Call Mick, 814-656-1634, or John, 814-937-9052.

VINTAGE TOYS: MARX, JAPANESE, tin airplanes, 
trucks, boats. 1950s and 1960s cap guns: Colt, Nichols 
Industries, Hubley, and Leslie-Henry. 44- and 45-caliber 
models. Mint condition. 814-937-9052.
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Back to the Old Clothesline
J O H N K A S U N

R E T I R E E S  O F T E N  S AY T H E Y D O N ’ T R E T I R E E S  O F T E N  S AY T H E Y D O N ’ T know how they found 
time to work. There seem to be fewer hours in the day as we 
age, and try as we might, we just can’t get everything done.

I may have discovered some of the reasons. First, I have 
not seen the sun rise in quite some time. By the time I rise, 
my pre-retirement self would have been showered, dressed 
and halfway through a 
morning work meeting. 
Now retired, I am often 
just finishing breakfast 
in time for lunch, and it 
hardly makes sense to 
start anything this late in 
the day.

But the real time thief 
seems to be trips to the 
hardware store.

The other day, my wife 
wanted a new dryer vent 
installed. Knowing the 
importance of thinking 
ahead, I planned out 
the whole job. I bought 
all the necessary items, 
some extra hardware 
and two different lengths 
of flexible vent pipe to 
be sure one would fit 
perfectly.

Things began 
smoothly. The first three 
holes I needed to drill in 
the exterior brick of our 
home came easily, but 
the drill bit I was using 
decided to stop working 
on the last hole, sending 
me back to the hardware 
store.

Later, I had the outside exhaust plate mounted. All that 
remained was to hook up the flexible hose inside between 
the dryer and the vent. Then my wife saw the hose I had 
purchased. She felt the rough inside would gather lint, and 
she didn’t like the shiny aluminum exterior. I explained 
to no avail that dryer vent hoses don’t come in various 

shades of colors like pantyhose.
Years of marriage taught me the best way to “win” this 

argument was to let her pick out the hose she liked, so 
back to the store we went. Evidently, dryer vent hoses and 
pantyhose are more alike than I thought. My wife found 
a colorful expandable one that looked great. It cost three 

times more than my original 
selection, but if she was 
happy, I was happy.

I returned home with 
a new hose in hand. This 
part should only take a few 
minutes, I thought, and 
the job will be finished. 
Unfortunately, I discovered 
my new, bright, good-
looking, expensive hose 
wasn’t expandable enough. 
Now I needed a 4-inch 
piece of solid tin piping, 
which only comes in 2-foot 
increments, meaning I had 
to cut it.

The local hardware store 
was nice enough to cut it for 
me, but when I got home, 
I realized the pipe was the 
wrong diameter. Back to the 
hardware store for another 
piece of pipe. A job that 
should have taken an hour 
wound up taking the better 
part of the day.

I was in and out of the 
hardware store so many 
times, as I left the last time, 
the checkout girl smiled 
and said, “See you soon.” I 

paused and replied, “If I come back for this dryer job one 
more time, it will be to buy a clothesline!” 

JOHN KASUN, JOHN KASUN, a lifelong Pennsylvanian with more than 30 years of writing a lifelong Pennsylvanian with more than 30 years of writing 
experience, looks for the humor in everyday life and then tells a story from experience, looks for the humor in everyday life and then tells a story from 
that perspective. He is a member of Huntingdon-based Valley Rural Electric that perspective. He is a member of Huntingdon-based Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative.Cooperative.

PUNCHLINES  LAUGHING AT LIFE
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RURALREFLECTIONS

How to enter
TO SUBMIT TO SUBMIT ENTRIES,ENTRIES, email your photos  email your photos (no more (no more than five digital images than five digital images 
per person, per year) to photos@prea.com or send prints to per person, per year) to photos@prea.com or send prints to Penn LinesPenn Lines  
Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA, 17108-1266. With your entries, be Photos, P.O. Box 1266, Harrisburg, PA, 17108-1266. With your entries, be 
sure to include your name, address, daytime phone number and the name sure to include your name, address, daytime phone number and the name 
of the rural electric cooperative that serves your residence, business, or of the rural electric cooperative that serves your residence, business, or 
seasonal home. seasonal home. 

Remember, our Remember, our publication deadlines require that we work ahead, so send publication deadlines require that we work ahead, so send 
your seasonal photos to us early. your seasonal photos to us early. Please note: Please note: Hard-copy, physical photos Hard-copy, physical photos 
mailed to our office will not be returnedmailed to our office will not be returned.. Therefore, if you mail a photo,  Therefore, if you mail a photo, 
please make sure it’s not an original.please make sure it’s not an original.

Thank You For Your Entries
N OV E M B E R  P R OV I D E S  T H E  S E T T I N G  F O R  N OV E M B E R  P R OV I D E S  T H E  S E T T I N G  F O R  so many possibilities: 
a crisp sunset on an autumn evening, a ball of light in a cloudy 
blue sky, a snow-covered lake and a safe space away from the 
unpredictable weather — perhaps in an empty trash can? As the 
final weeks of fall play out and the holiday season starts, it’s as 
good a time as any to explore the many opportunities this month 
brings while we at Penn Lines are grateful for you and the photos 
you’ve sent us all year long.

Our 2026 contest is now closed, and the winning entries, chosen 
by an independent panel of judges, will be featured in the January 
and February issues of Penn Lines. But keep your best shots 
coming for next year’s Rural Reflections contest. If your photo 
wins top honors, you could receive a $75 prize in one of our five 
contest categories: artistic, human, landscape, animal and editor’s 
choice. See the 2027 contest submission information below. 

DAVID ONSTEAD • SOMERSET REC

BUDDY JOHNSON • TRI-COUNTY REC

LARRY LAIRD • VALLEY REC

KEVIN STANLEY • BEDFORD REC
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ADDRESS CHANGES:
For change of address, please contact your local electric 
cooperative. For cooperative contact information, 
please visit www.prea.com/member-cooperatives
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